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AN INTRODUCTION TO DR. DEEPA MARTINS
AND THE MEMORIAL LECTURES

It is not easy to give a glimpse of the life and work of Dr. Deepa
Martins in a few words, yet there are five words that are metaphoric to
her multi-dimensional and complete personality, and these five words
were also very close to her heart and the work she did — dedication
harmony, integration, compassion, communication.
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Strong-willed that she was, the idea of marriage with a Roman
Catholic thirty-seven years ago in a small town like Ajmer did not
deter her and this gave highlight to another inherent dimension of her
life that of harmonious coexistence.
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But this value too, like her life, was not confined to only one family.
She ensured that through her work as a genuine, grassroots-level social
worker that harmonious co-existence enlightens her entire society.
Her work in organizations like Mahila Samooh, that she co-founded,
and Inter-Faith Fraternal Association, with which she was closely
associated since its inception, are testimonies to this.

Her life itself, in its social, professional and personal dimensions was a
celebration of harmony, and despite her commitments, she was very
particular about each and every loved one and reached out to them
with her values and love. She would be the first one to wish her dear
ones on their special days and would bake them cakes of good wishes
and blessings.

Her role as a lecturer in Hindi, 1975 onwards, after doing her MA in
the subject ensured that she gives meaning, direction and inspiration
to her students, not just in class, but far beyond the confines of
classroom teaching. No wonder she is the role model for so many of
her students.

While maintaining her commitment with Savitri College, where she
worked from 1976, she alongwith her husband Mr. Gilroy Martins
decided to nurture the very young with the establishment of St.
Stephen's Ajmer in 1985. While Mr Martins fathered the school, Dr.
Deepa was, is and will be its guardian angel. She would keenly
monitor and be involved in every activity, every aspect of the school.
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Her social commitments gave many more dimensions to her family to
grow on. Her personality was such that while being a committed
teacher and totally involved social worker, she was also completely
sensitive to her family needs and was the best wife, sister, mother and
friend at the same time. She would ensure that she is there for her
family while being there for her larger family and society all the same.
Her sensitivity and commitment to education also came up in the fact
that she was instrumental in shaping the lives and careers of many of
her students, and often, when they couldn't get time and space at their
homes to study, Dr. Deepa would bring them home and heartily gave
them her time.

ST fdeicd BT B AT S+ AYUi off b afe {1 S7eb
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The Dr. Deepa Martins Memorial Lecture Series was initiated in April
2004 to mark her 53" birth anniversary. Each year a social activist of
national repute is invited to share her views and work with the
students of St. Stephen's and the people of Ajmer. This Lecture series
links the academic aspect of Dr. Deepa Martins with her passion for
grassroots-level social work, and hence celebrates her multi-

-7-



dimensional contribution to the city. Over the past six years, eminent
speakers have shared their experiences in various fields, which are
linked to current issues and especially to causes close to Dr. Deepa's
heart—inter-faith harmony and women empowerment. The students,
through these lectures, not only get first-hand information about the
current situation of various aspects of our society — women's health,
the secular fabric of the country, children's education, the
Constitutional entitlements of women and the like — but also get ideas
and ways to choose and apply their own contribution to their society,
which indeed is a fitting tribute to Dr. Deepa Martins.

The Lecture series is successful through the efforts of the people
associated with Dr. Deepa, especially her friend and co-worker Ms
Aruna Roy, who takes personal interest in inviting a suitable speaker
each year. Her family, with particular help from her brother
Dr. Col. C.S. Pant, who also helped invite some of the speakers, is
instrumental in and committed to making these lectures successful
eachyear.

I invite you on behalf of all those who have been associated with these
Lectures over the years to imbibe and cherish in the light that
“Deepalaya” brings. We look forward to bringing these out at regular
intervals, and may this be the first of many.

Shefali Martins
April, 2010

With Mr. Gilroy Martins
on their wedding day
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The joy of motherhood —
with Shefali and Anupam
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Kavya Ghoshthi Campus Diversity Initiative Celebrating International Women's Day
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President, Inter-Faith Fraternal Association, Ajmer
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Ms. Mrinal Pande, daughter of the Hindi novelist
Shivani, is a renowned television personality, journalist
and author.

Ms. Mrinal Pande has worked with The Times of India
and she was Editor ar Saptabik Hindustan, and till
| recently, chief-editor of the Hindi daily, Hindustan. She
~ was the first woman editor of a multi-edition Hindi
daily and was also the Group Editor for the Hindi
publications of The Hindustan Times.

Ms. Pande is appointed chairperson of Prasar Bharati, India's largest public
broadcaster and an autonomous corporation of the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, Government of India.

Having studied initially ar Nainital, Ms. Pande completed her Master's
degree from Allahabad University. She further studied English and Sanskrit
literature, Ancient Indian History, Archeology, Classical Music and the
Visual Arts at the Corcoran in Washington DC. She has been on the faculty of
Allahabad University, Delbi's Jesus and Mary College and has also taught ar
the Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology, Bhopal. Subsequently,

she joined the news agency, Samachar Bharati.

Ms. Mrinal Pande hosts a weekly interview show, Baaton Baaton Mein, on
Lok Sabha TV Channel, having earlier worked with Doordarshan, STAR
News and NDTV. From 1984-87 she was also the editor of the popular
magazine Vama, a women's monthly brought out by the Bennett and
Coleman Group.

Ms. Pande's work includes serials like Adhikar, Drishtikon and Shakd, a//
of which sensitize people to women related issues.

Apart from her work in media, both television and press, Ms. Pande has
published a number of books. Her first story was published in the Hindi
weekly Dharmyug, at the age of twenty-one. She has continued to write since
then, covering a wide range styles from short stories to novels and drama. Her
books include Devi, Tales of the Goddess in Our Time, Viking/Penguin;
Daughter's Daughter, Penguin Books; That Which Ram Hath Ordained,
Seagull Books; The Subject is Woman, Sanchar Publishing House, New
Delhi; and My Own Witness, Penguin.

Ms. Mrinal Pande has dedicared several years to the National Commission for
Self-Employed Women, inquiring into the conditions of rag-pickers, vendors
and domestic help.
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Ms. Mrinal Pande Ms. Aruna Roy
delivering the keynote address & Ms. Mrinal Pande

Ms. Mrinal Pande
& Ms. Aruna Roy N
lighting the lamp before il
the portrait of
Dr. Deepa Martins

|- i B
Ms. Mrinal Pande with Ms. Shefali Martins, Ms. Anjali Martins,
M. Gilroy Martins & Mr. Anupam Martins
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B 3T XY BRAT ST T8} Tl ¢ |

A 2001 BT STIET & e TAR AW 8 31X I8 1% fe@rs <
a1 & % &= uid o goui @l gorm # siiRdl @ areTg ' w8 § 8k
ST HRT TEET T2l 8, Faifes {579 uiat # wasy aifdres arerg gt
2, 9 e 3R Uid 2 | Yore, gRam, faeel, aferrs, 498 iR
3EHGTETE oI WHG T—qaRl I RN H SRl B qTaTg Joul 4
Sail B ® b HEI—Hel dl gOIR YUl & YD 3713 Al I BB &
31ferep AfZTd a1 & 3R ST AT AR gRATOM, USd # <@
1 e &1 2 | 981 71a & ifd U € S8l vl # &1 quld &
o Trefedr &1 =181 fyerch € | 981 W el 31 emal & forg 98¢
T1 el € sfely I71a URIR ST 9§ AT gealdvs ¥ I
forq ufeqat wiq X off %8 € | I8 Vs 9arae Refd € ok I8
el & 1 89 FHaxd &I 71T gl dTai e IR Aol faTeas
37 forq &) 98 997 WRed YaT aR W & |
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fa=1 9 arell i &1 ufcr @ 7g & 91 gAR yRaR | 99 fagr T
21 H 9 1 pedll Rl SHA IHD UleR dlel a7 TGRS dTel
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AT BRI dTel AT Al €, 399 18 1 € Sff fb 7T YWoR 9 wrsl
H IRT TR IAH AGTEH oI ©, 398 d gordrs |l Ifie g,
ST 9T STel U &1 B HAIVT ST 41 IR STl 2 | ERBR
IRYUAT H SIET, U= ded™T, g8l Siaexi &l daoeil T ol
TR B AT ? P 316 ARGR AT Fh &= 9 o 8 | foh &= |
e aret =7 B ® I ar gearht &, s ur i 78 2
R sRAvTfad ol &3 # SiiciTsTd Sfdexi & urd Sifd € Sff a1 ar
I BT G T S & AT R AI—219 Sargdi I Sl STl
PR I © Gl HATHR 99 BH WREI—&F DI <& & dl &4 ordl
2 o Tareg—era T8l &1 9ad R &5 § 3R WRAR 39 98
DH U1 W R E &, STdib I8 g Siiq+—aR0 &l JaTdl © |

1T . 3 WA 7 3T & 9 ¥, S 89RO fadraefier
Ahds BT I IAfH Holl g Io1 <d T, U R0el 3R AT
STH—%ared | e & &= # o7 3187 &M 81 X8l ©, ol & I8
faermerd R &1 R, ifhd STH—aRey & &3 # T 81 X8 ©, BHd!
— 3MTUD! {B UAT Tl | T 1T § o B Araar € 7| &
AT @ FSRRIT @) foidt ) <R &, Bt Wexi &l fidt dR @ €, T
=T 2 f6 R @ € z9a) a3 fRFar @ 98 21 A B
TRER BT &l & fh IR U 59 forv 941 7181 8 3R 89 394
BT HiFd S 32 8 | FIoliaxvT &I 89 98rd1 <37 | I8 U 98d o
TGRS A1l © | SHOTY THM ST—ARI3I TAT ST 9 IS AT
BT 39 IR H ARBR R T STrT ATy fob et iR SH—varey
S QI &A1 ¥ WRBR ddls B ol Wi Fehall | fU girTaT
RTTER 9 g 81 Aie Fadll © |

AR TBT Sl BN AT &, IAD! FIT T;T 57 aH H AR
I ST Biucd 989 & ST ¥ I8 SR Gl Bl © b ol
BIAS] IS TRBNI SRUATA H 2 | P 9 ¥ 84 SRYATA H el
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qr Ursde delli=id ST © 3R 579 g Ur =8f © al IRBNI
ST H Al BT & | WRBRI SRYATAl H AT WEHd g Ferdl o
3R B A9 I8 ST & b 59 TIRBRT SRUATAT B AfTBTIT Sfey
7 309 Felifd @iel I € Sl g&f U FRISl I XY dR Qd & | I
Fe—TIC BT Sl 9RI €T &, SAD! 980 g1 BIAd 89 b ol
WE TP b gH s R AR T Y |

TS & T & IR H BH T 7 GAT © | FYad I AT B ATAR
3T Y WRT H ST 3R 1 98 S1f® T | AT 3D IR H FrerT
Tl TEd, WA Rt 39 ) fhell ff yaR @) ==l o7 |
Tl & | B WA IS, [l 39 IR T R Bl IR
B, I8 ARUIE DR A7 {27 7T, ifeb 5 <1 ol gfam & Haxy
3Nfdr FIfad TSa—dshfAd ATl BT <97 UTT AT &, S < H
3T WY BT R 39 UBR DI AT UTerT 3R IHDI Tdx 4
e B RN1g ureaT o R 87 39 PR @ JIoiad 1T Fa) &l
Hhd & Rifd 89 ANT 98d YoIUTS Rd &, 931 oTdT & b I8
TRel RN &1 JahW] & 3R AP $EY GThRT Ul A11eY |

TS &3 H gAR) Tl Wil Al @ell, uuTer, b
W@ﬁww@%wﬁﬁwﬁﬂwaﬁ%ﬁ
g, w@aﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬁ’cﬁaw?ﬁmwﬁﬂm S~ BId
2| Al Fd wad! Akt # v g Sar 21 s9a)
gfgsal Wt FAGR B € | BT IR 3 31R 31 HHGR 8T Sl
2| Bfoerag B I A O Ao B SH § 3776 DR 8 O 8,
PR I[H O 7, 3R I SH § 9 HAE < # 37wt BNl 2 | 31:
DT WATIE SULT BT B |

B9 HEd € & AR J=T ggi BT TSR BIdT & | BH S9d ufd 8d 2 |
g aeg—Rfa I8 2 & 7fal § S8l Tl 9gd Sche &, a8f 0
3IR 2ret el 7 A1 g AT §ER1 & 7Y Uep a1eT € | T e Afdd
31 BT @ HATS Fxa el off 8T 8 SHD! 8 § HIg I8 7ol ¢ |
31d: MY TfG—1a Fel SSY, S[DHI g8 HAM ol Ul arell giga
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3R 3G | 3 ¢ MDI TR—eR H A S97 s forg R
ISR Wotax S8 g 3o gfasht #9 o €| 99 forg
Al & U DI WREI—HIISHH e 8, 3R I ol YLy 3.
H P HRIDH 81 & | ARBR 7 g1 & ol IIRT—aT4l ared WA
ar =eT €1 R STeT—aTal 994 b d ffer a1 %8 | et & forg f &
B AT T | SAN TST THR ATETET 2, R Toft & TRy e}
STAT 81 &1 & A & ol ¥ SHRI Ugel! Ulel 9l ¥l 81 W&l B |
o1 I TWReI—YfagT & oy BAR UTd DI el 81 © |

GIfeRI—3TaT EHIRT el 8T | &H BR—8R SITaR =i dl Uiferdn
S T2 | BR—ER A g W1 AT 8 | 39 A I Sl Ih] dhalI® &,
BT FRTHRT HRA & oIy, 3T I el ¥ I8 | ) & b
3 U B9 T O &) qars a1 g oY Srrdfed T8 BRI © |
MR BH 30 BT AR AT A & O §H dedl Pl 8 g,
HoHicfed A grafed @ & T2, gt 1 | =Ry | B
TR AT 399 990 N Jal 41 & forg A8l 2| W fhedl =
A IAfed Bl H IR B ofl & I ®IT R fofv 1R o1y 87

IRA # IRIR—TIRRT Bl IR TG] & d1G QT FAeToT U & |
§I% IATAR Fdi DI ST od FHI AR dTell Alatral o faeq 4
NERICSIIRICICESN M CR I NS RIS RSN CINT NI S
SR 1990 | ST 31d T g1 AT &3 ¥ TRy | B dTel e
# et g8 21 fowd § 8 aren wdl & 9d 9¢ W& 2| §
SiTee AT DR dTel IRFA—T DI WIS YR e M3 3rrafed
IR B € b Siae BT g9 drel W@Reg & H & AT iy 7
HEKN BT R8I 2 | IR e SIgde uRye 7 Jf88Re Irodl
@ 308 WIS FAfhear Hwsi BT oI fobar 3R S9H % aRE
gfererd Sih—aTdh &\aT atel o | Ig 1 Ul b IO o T8+
TR ¥ WRAR T AT R A1el § 9199 H9AT 363RE U W
FAT 2| ST Hiod el 2 & san i # fan afaqar o
ey GfAUTd FegdT PRIg STl € | ARBR] JAdrel § R olle
@ Yot BIA €, TEe—afhy Ga of S Ued &, a1l &7 a5 Hal
B IT? THRT Aol weey &3 Bl AT Uferd qolc s el
@ AT H ST & ST&T ATS.UY. A Bl il BRil 8 | Irorerrsit
&3l ¥ oAl ufcrerd goie @ BIdl ©, 3 U WeW & b Ul
ST o & | aHivr & H $18 dMR B A1 SHHT Aar &
AT € | 3T AT & fobg IRYAT Tb ARG & Uged b
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ATl BT MG ¢ | SRl & forg afe fedl Afgar &1 ugfa &
T B ITER] IRUATS of ST 81 3R Ig AT 9 81 dl 0 oI
H Ugel IS UleR o fhar ST 2, R e 9 Ul Bl Jwalaw
B & A1 7T B Al W SHBI $dex SUR oran SIar 2 | U aea
dfg—s: ¥¢ 19 9 &, fBR A1 a1 98 Al waH B ARl g
Sl & A7 R Hf A1 el 1 H A DI U 1 99 Urdl & | A S
HATS & | B9 U8 Hed © (o g9 A1) Gt 9 o T sRadret
STIYR AT IEIYR H I 8, elfhT TMTa—eTordl H ST bl Tebelith
Bl € 1 AN & 981 & Ugd UK 8, $9 aN H BIs d1d ol
pXdT |

ST9 HY WReI—HAT W I8 91 B! Al d Hed © fob Al H gRa
Pifd BT TS | I8 T YTgde SRUATel T Xgdi ST Iahd g | d
@ A FF = 81 7Y €, Bid S & ARl H§ $IS A AT 8l
redT {6 7Ta & A & I R IR Gd 6] & forg U &l
2| HERTE ¥ U TR9 {5 &1 U@ 93 7 foraa IR7 | @e o
T ol | PR IRUATT P siaexi o dal b Ife 59 ugde
IRYATS T o ST AT A ISP ST BIET Sff HAebell & | oS fad
q1E 98 T (BT YT o AT | H ST IAD! T BT BRI
UBT Al 98 Perl o b U oIRI ST G HR IS 9 DI S
AT SN 2 | 19 H S gBT & SHG U U g WAl Hef o
T T I8 - T fob A U= STHIF 99 &1 & | A 39 bR
1 GfAETY §H AN BT Y&T BRI & Al SAD] By AU & T80
AR |

I b WRBR F U HIRIHT IR © : JUTSfded decs ged
BT | SAD ITTdT 3R PBIg 9 YBR BT BRIPH &l 2| T f S
Afteell R Sfad &, e 929 g0 € 91 89 dTal & | S 31T
31k e wfgensil or g gfensit o srexd Tal 27

3 YR | TR IR Raf & wWrey &1, S9d AMISd Silde,
TITIROT IR 3R PH-e & HY A TeXT Real Bidm 2|
SIH—o S0SAT Wit TS & &1 2, Tid ¥ ART 98d do! T
R DI AR TR TR Iz 8 | faoel | qra+ gfcrerd, ga8 H a4
AfTeTd W1 BT IGIRI §8 © | 7 AN @ fofg Bl Red—Jfaem
& wife 9 duuart 99 O €| S9d 89 WX 8 dgf
e8I & | 97T TR Ha 31fdd WRTd 81T & Fiifd 4
I =g R # 31947 Sha=—a19 - W& 8 | 37 I&T Yaoied
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T I P GRAT T8l BT B, ST SATh] H AMRIG I F T
Rt  gwst @ a1fdre areTg 2 |

319 AT & 9TT BT | AR Ja&f R1a ¥ e drf BT B &, 399 4
=g UfcreTa SIS T # 81 jR €, Safd <9 & Ard ufoea |
Aferh TRT IS ST FHS | WRIBR ST 1T ST & o B
PR T T, SID foTU N AN DI FHSHT IAF Hhiod 7 | o
TP BT SICT &, T8 S SATD P WY H T} 7 SUALT BRIAT STY
TRt AT &Y STHBRI 9 | TS 99T H SUTe] Sel I IRGR
IR 479 a1 97T © 31k 7 8 AN} &l SFHR 91 © |

Ugell IeT I8 ® b &6 &)l & AaIfaR &1 91 HRAl a1fey
Hifh S A IADT [THTH T © | FGH USell & SHD il Bl
AfABR | BH 7 SMABRI & A7 BT A1 BT YART HRAT ATRY |
TaTeT # 2971 9% @I B, s werawy Rl & S &1 Sifdar
BT ST YT B | 399 31! IRING T AFRIG ear & g3 ¢ |
anfefer IaRATE TH Hol—Thel FHdl & 99 98 U HATITBRI
AT I T BT | 3R WHR SHGAT & WRed—Rem o
g &A1 A 81 Wiedl & Al Sl Y S~ BT I 1B B
SBT3 FATford 819 Tl fAolT &1 81 ¥R qehdT &, Id MR T
B fI7e1T 3R ey U1 A, TG &l iR 39 Qi dIfeld IRR
R I & forg arde B |

TR I8 HeT ST & b Tarey |7 841 a1y 3k #9 9rm fo
AR I BT RI% U <9I Uia Ufrerd 9rT & Samemsy 8 | g4
ff ae Aol Huf~al = 3+ B1er Wi forw & Fife SHa1 del @
o AR # S SITRT AIgRITET © 6 NFRE <9 &R YIae &) &
S UEIRT dRIe 9471 QU ¢ § 6 9 a8l aR Hahd | 4T
gfaemd VY 991 S =iy s fEenRat o v wad ud @
D |

3iferd geaT & URURIST Bl | g9 WD T8l fb T 3R B AEral
el <1 H STl 3FSA, JARNE S AT Al 9 sfgfavary
31T {1 1 2 8! VAl G UaTH A1 G © | H <7 Sif &l
GfRTAT GTRT SO aToN T faRT <7 =Mty —

ST Agoll 2 JFe gall -1 31d dd
I 1T FHSIHR 81 WHR ofl, WhR Al
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THTDHIR PR &I I, GRIC DI
31feres =1 AE) G AT &1 fAvTford &x <Y 31U+ 318H & .......
fthR i1 5© A Hell g8 &lfore = 8N

BT A, Qe R ...........

R PRI FTHEI—AIET a1 AT FAT8 I1dl F a1, IR IRURT G T4 I=7elT
P el I & 59 &85 § Uep =37 IRAT (el Fepall 2 | 2! Fgd A
2 R 8 g1, I STd! g1V 99T AR BT T i 2 |

BRI
6 31T, 2004
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Born on 1 July 1942, Shri Ved Vyas is a poet, acclaimed
litterateur, an eminent journalist — all rolled into one.
He was associated with Akashwani, Jaipur, from 1962
to 2002 and was Founder President of Akashwani
Kalakar Sangh.

Shri Ved Vyas is an active social worker dedicated to the

cause of amelioration of hardships to the deprived section

of society. He is the founder General Secretary of the

Pragatisheel Lekhak Sangh, an association of Progressive writers of
Rajasthan. He is a prolific writer and has written 18 books on various topics

of common interest. Some of his famous and prominent literary works are

Paramveer Gatha, Parikarma, Halfnama, Jagte ko kaun jagay and Samay-

Samay Per.

He has written some popular books for children also viz. Ek Banege Nek
Banege, Hanste Gate Bade Chalo 274 Ek Desh Mere Sapno Ka.

In the field of Rajasthani Literature, he has written books like Barah-khari,

Dharti Helo Mare, Gandhi Prakash and Nimjhar. Some of the books and
poems composed by him are prescribed in the syllabus of the Board of
Secondary Education Rajasthan. He has been the Coordinator of the Review

Committee to review the syllabuses of National Council of Education for
Research and Training.

He has also been a Member of the Kendriya Sahityic Academy and Rajasthan
Pustak Vikas Parishad.

Shri Vyas is also active in the field of journalism. He has been writing a weekly
permanent column named Dhyanakarshan for the last 40 years in the Hindi
newspaper, Danik Navajyoti. Shri Vyas has been the Chairman of Rajasthan
Sahitya Academy and Rajasthani Bhasha Sahitya and Sanskriti Academy.
He is a recipient of Bibari Puruskar in 2000 and Vishishit Sahityakar
Sammaan in 2002. He represented the Government of Rajasthan at the Sixth
& Seventh World Hindi Conferences at London and Surinam respectively.

Currently Shri Vyas is the Chairman of Bhaichara Foundation, Rajasthan
and Rajasthan Pragatisheel Lekhak Sangh.
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Releasing Dr. Deepa Martins anthology,
Jeene Do Mansi Hokar Mughko'

Dr. U.V. Pant felicitating Shri Ved Vyas
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IIA URAY H YRT &Y R B I T IDI
RIS g9 | IR

™ forv a8 993, 1 o, 98 I Udh WId-TcHd 13T 6T JTavR 8
B T 2, 3R I TUd AMINNTG WRIGRI 3R I & Uf
IRIGETT BT THR TR A9 H 987 MR 2 | o aRE 9 STl W
=T BHfaary foreaeh off, S dxE Sitad # Tu—-1¢ Feauf &l AT
I R off | ST W1 BT HR Y AT SHD Ugel T W S H
W B FaTd o, fSa Ik # STt T Terer o) 38T & | Ife 31y
< A1 qT {3 &9 Rora A AT |rfore SRIGRI A IS gU B, 9
Ud SO ATHT DI ORE U1 & Scak TR 8T AT & a1 H
P BA Y& & | TR A9 H 11T W) T- AT 11l ® b A A7 b
e 916 H W1 @il off iR R Fe 91g H Al off? R 79 H
g AT 37T 2 b il ax | 579 fohd) &1 <7 81T ® o Afeerd
B faaa Y Bt 8?2 W 99 F 31o1 Y Ig a1l 2 b o 3rebret
TSdT ® A1 ¢ #, 9e® W, X B af # U 3R & R Aorg
PR B2 WX A H 19T |1 I dTet 31T & foh il iR dl &1 |ch
ERIT SITAT & I qeo—Sciied & forg S &1 #id & °e ol
GArIT ST 87 A 9 H 37751 W1 g8 HaTel 3l & fb SN Bl &
S[OT AT T ST 278 A9 H 31ToT W) I8 FaTel AT & fob W
AT FAThR B Tl IR IURTET 3reTerd | FAReaR a1 I &1
ST 8° T wUYBAR DI STET ST dTel 3TaTerd] & §x1 8 SI1d &
3R Y U T BT g AR TR H &1 S 3R TR Tof B e
U E9TR 981 g7 %47 87

3 ATl § WX A H | H e wfera fae § 9 e A
% FHuar 37 |aral | B T B DI DI o |

RTSTRATE & RS JTfreiiel dfd Torereel A SwITE = 31U+ Uh
PHfaaT ¥ forar 8, MM 31T I I, ST 3T AT Hhae.... |
Il RIS Bl AMETET I g7 < 2 3R F SN B =Aa1 Bl Ty <90
b &1 AT el ke Aredn | Q& gfan @1 el srrarel sfER o
BT B | 3T JMTETET SUeTT H & €, Ml S7arey e H Y&
g, oM orare) fviy wxe @1 PR TS I | 9 d6x
gRRfert # A=t o7 wifd=T T1ia §, oxal §, anfas werfderaa
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H, A1 W8l W SrawR fAerdr, 9 U |arel Sarh off fb &N 7 @
3ORTE T 2 b I | H© AT Bl Tl &1 STl & Pbel Pl &9
ol B P8 ¥F AR YoIw A< 9F Qddi|’ gad gl
JRIUSATE 39 FHIS § B T8l © | I8, IV, SUva fora= aret
T8 IRATI FATST ST ST AT ISTIdT Gof 38 § 89 ST
8 YOI @TEd o b Rl & Ui ST T gftcpror 87 a1 Rl
DI FHAAT BT BRI 81 <A1 gred? J Rl o =g i
Tl <A1 =T TAT Rt Bl A fAd & 7awR Rl i oA
ATEA? J FaTel Bt {1 BAR A9 H 2, 31151 1 € 31X 9 Th &9 ol
e S siEtR # 21 | fiawmd I8 2 f& 89 Simd a1 € fhg &ae
TS TF Ig el Ardm b, E9d Tl SiERT RAT 82 A ST B
T2 A P, 8RBT SN ST 3 g B Rig 278
3ITST T I8 181 goT fb 3 3 #f, 7 98+, 790 91, I ) Rt €
FIT H g 1T AT BR BT &7 Al H A = AT 871 S =g
TET R IB BT | §H9 A BT <Al 997 T | o ¥ fTTe ure @1
A e ARIBT © T 578 <l 941 aT 31 319 a7 8T SIaiT | <ifdheT
AT S § ARl B bR S SHR AFRIGT 8, S9 98T
BT | BF AegHaTT AT & | BH S1U+11 81 HHIRN & TR H Y& © |
39 T BN A Yoy 6 o9 w1 AmeTiie <9 glar € o1 9e
31feres 3ifg T &1 9Tl 2 | 519 1 B fpTel usdT B T s
B T H S T g7l DI 8 3ifSh 9157 ST ISl © | 98 SN
B S R ARl BT gR [P gu e | o fowg vl 1
D ST &l 8, S a9 31 o i dg g AT ag Sl g | &
39 ReIfTT & gea & foTT Ty 78l B)d | T IR 91t 89 SRGRY
T AT P HIEIH W QW © [ UGS o TR Pl G- B Bl
TS 8] DR, Rifdh AR INT ST T9I ol © | TART ART THI
3 & forg Fafia & 9 & g9 & forg, siiR s«fere # <oy wfé=a
BT JAMER FRAT &, Fih ITBT T FHI FAS & ol FAGT o |
H 30T I BT URHS &, 3R HEdl g (b B w0 I T ST
AfE=T ST 3R Ura—axT Afgely 3R AATSTG Sitd= | Afshadr 9
3T 3T T §9 dTATdRvT DI, 3 ATAR] I, 39 94! BT gaell ST
HHdT & | F© W T e & At

o1 ST, SRS, qATSHAIHRUT T ATl 91 & @l &,
SAD] HATTE BT AT dTel Y=< aul § 39 ST | 2005 & I1G
19 S 1311, BT XS AL BT T I8 <2 U Gell AvS] & WY
H aRafia 81 STeT | 39 HUe] H Ha¥d SATaT i eR—Iewell bl
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dS® g Tefhdl H AN B & | ded R BN 8d 8, 39D
S UR QT gofdTd 8, fAeTsal deard €, ST —garoid &d 8,
R 9T B T WR SR BN © | AT ATITIDT 39 91 Bl &
IMIBT FISAT ASH! BT TDR fhai STHTHS ¢ | 3T o W& & &
MfSTr At B SuHTFT—ar il & ©U § SHIHTT B & 2 |
3ot == wforera sufafafey affert &0 aftemet & favg #
AAe H Yo A1 SoTdl © | 89 39 GUBH! § &I X A1y fd
el <Tu @) ugel! Afgern geEwAl 99 T3 A1 Al & di-aRE
&1 TG | VT B <181 & | 579 T ISl bl <ra g HIHRIGT Tet
T T Tb STHIF BT EdhIdhd Tl daaill | 579 I 8H Afeel &l
THIAT BT Gofl el <3 a9 ddb Sd] ReIfy # iR 72} 31U |
FHE BT Al AT H AR B T BT SOl U 2, fng @ S
e # forar 8, a8 o157 8dhidhd H FHIST § 87 TR0l I g
B 8, AfquE & @Rl 7 uel & T8 2 | fdu & gwaraer #
forar 8, 89 WRA @ <NT”, YRA & ANTRE 9T dF ofd 8 offde
Ig T8} o fb S U=t &1 fHuifasd B9 2 | 31T IroRer |
A BOR W SITET AU € fFaT 999 TReTor & AregH |
T GG AT IR ARl 7 g3 & | I +ff ST 81 T
3IR TIfg—iTg ¥ ofe=g S | AR Afdd BT I&T oy Afdd BT
faea™g oear TE1 8 ! ag Y U sade garet H AHsmRiy S
2, fb AfeV ST o S a1 HRT AT 8IT? offdhd 39 d6x
qHY—FHATS BT ST & foTq STl & o 31T o1 1R & forg,
AT Heell o | I JETa™T 319 fer ¥ 918 81 of T 9nfey fd
3IRd & SRd B geHT B I FelRl b1 A0 drcebifere
AEISTh, e 9 wikpie uRRefdl 1 f&an, fo=g e@
IRReIfT 9at 381 € | IToer™ oY fUes §T Uael 4, STal 1991
# 419 gfererd Aty AR off, 3k 2001 F ATl ufderd 9 $uR
AfETS AER € |

el SR BT & ofd ol AN H @l § B9 QI g Afelny
gfafed Mfdeeg St & #@fex & <ofHf & forw omch €1 9 f<h
AT, MUY B 81 Sl | § Ao AR <@dT § aR-urd
AfeeTy @ afeedt fikg AR 8- @ Svarol W 3 2 | 3 ol gag
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HETRI H, AR & Bl & | g0y DI H d8ax dr$! Uiar &
%|ﬁw$ﬁmﬁ€rtﬁﬁ%,ﬂﬁwsﬁa%ﬁm%|w
IRREIRT ®I, 39 MR B FAS §RT R &A1 ST =112y |
TG AT IR & — S AN el iR & gy ok S ofk 9 98
dre STeiill S8l gy @18l | §¥ 3 [l &f g% 8l $R U1y
g | oI H 2 o g, R W) 91 Rotee § ARe # vem Ui
Il R Fefdhar €1 2Kl & | ol Rt § arsal 9 ot €, fohg
TRl I AR & BRI 9D {0 ASHT el fHefdr | 879 B
W%ﬁzﬁmwaﬁwﬁ@%ﬁaﬁ?wwwaﬁﬁw
HRY | Fifdh &4 fara il faswr & of, 3R F9a1 # 3 sRiga
97 &1, 1 3 g |rHEiTe & § fhar T Rt fAdT ag
B Tl AT | Sid A1 g § wergE 8y, REdl | € ey
forar | arfee & a1 R &1 wed wR_1 Ut 8 | Bl § Hwvl, 79T
T Uepfct BT FHoll T 89 Gad & | I8 Wi AR AMHTSTD Sfia §
T h1RIT @1 Siia Sirl & | foredl Scdifed Afgen &1 gaid
B o Reafa # F worer 781 7 | 31meed grar & & 3 |aere favan
TR B! FAST T AT 87 Mol TS AfQR T ot 71911 2, AT
gearar 8, foog et afge & gara & fon oig yar T8
AT | Rras |t Iomfad < €, S99 SN fhiid 2 a9t |
AIEET STREAVT foet 9 U 2l B & | ARl & Uil SHRT Y=1
ASIRAT TSI 2, qaE | IRd & 3R 89 Afger &l SRfR a1
T TSt TSI © | A AR 31U+ BT Y FH © | 3179 Y 37 ARy
Il DI S & | H YD 7 BT RaTSl WSEel RET § | MY 1
3T | 91 HRY IR Yfesy o AR AT, 984, 91, 98 Iuferd i
2? 3@l {9 1 dfeT @1 77 A ST dal W ga—RTd o gH
BT 27 39HT ) DI FUAT BIT? ST HIfET 30T FUH BT TATI H
ey HRal gl off R safery # Ut J1fd=T BT SRIER e B
g

ofTST dTeR fHdhdl, oiTeT Uadt ¥Y Id, oSl Prac 9, I THY dic
PR B SMYIT | 3 FHI Bl ATST S Pl MMALIHAT & | Ife 89
3UT H I, 37U fIAR P, U AFRIDHAT DI, 59 X YR Bl
Jeol Bl e B, a1 (H¥ad w0 F 19 aretr 99y Rt & forg
THAT BT BT, 291 & foIU fadr &1 BN | 3 4T JToRed 8
STRf {IRT BT A SATGT IUETT Bl 27 HHI I AT & 39 <9 |
HRT SUfera @t 87 M9 B F2) AT g T STeliars, goll
918 3R g T Sufera €7 ST dd g9 Rl o iy e |
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et BT FHE AR Tl <, U Sufera 7 | SN BT gF—afdon
T8 <N B | 98 31U Bh 9 B AT &I B | I8 MU, HES AT
ISTTe a8l dTgdl, al ¥ drgdl §, S]&s] daredl g, ar =l
BT DT JBR AT & | 3T g8l Il b A1 F ATqRT MR
I HRAT % |

<7 AET BT WA ST BB W1 89 PR A d1 BH 81T, FlfP U
oY eafaa &) Wi # =121 €, afew va faar @1 wfer & fopar an
IS 7, 31X 31 feare 8, IORA & G 39l 3 39 UHR Bl
AR AT—HTHITD BRI BT dAhY Th SHT, IodTE 31N Al
3R 1 fa= 7 ayem —

G Pl B eig ol P 8% AGIR 3 Ugd
el g7 I G Yo, g7 o™l STl 37 87

= 3re &9 Roral @ 59 foRkds faRy, 59 a9 Sddied 3o
qad BT BN, 3R A S FAS B | U A S/
ATHISTS BRIG BRI | A BHE BIg Algal YETTHAT AT Al
A T8l ST A el YRT fAdT & FHIST DI SH18T | $9 FH
DI S & foIQ Tax S S 1T GERe Afg—tg # THd 1132
2 1 379 MGt BT gTa TR AT | 31fde B | g rorerne # Hfed
TATH PR BT, I oA H Aferr Araf 9gd FHIR © | o
{0 Il A A (e BT b Gaar & AbSR Bl Al Ioid
YU ORT Y AU (BT, T Al AATDHROT & Al Bl 41
Ahe I B T B, Fifd AfRAN T IF AR H B, 9
HHGR e |

I
6 T, 2004
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Tl e # fadafaat spfl ff faeme €, 3R
qTfeThT BT MY B8R X W fhar o BT ©, R
HeTT @1 UfhdT URY 81 gabl 8 3R a1 {39 g1 718l
g I8 HUT U IRBNI YR el dfod FARH
I # gRord 81 SITeeT—
91 guil ST
g9 U A Pl T

TS & faqarg 7 qiferdr te afpa ariier’
S <t "Aifd=
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A tireless campaigner for India's millions of villagers,
Ms. Aruna Roy, has been fighting for over a quarter-
century to improve living standards. Ms. Roy majored in
English Literature from Indraprastra College in New
Delhi and then took the Indian Administrative Services
examinations in 1967. Of the one hundred people from
all over India who qualified for the IAS that year,
Ms. Roy was one of only ten women.

She served as a civil servant in the Indian Administrative
Services from 1968-1974, before resigning to become a social and political
activist, working to empower villagers in Rajasthan. She joined the Social
Work and Research Center in Tilonia, Rajasthan, and worked there until
1983. She then moved to Devdungri, a drought-prone, environmentally-
degraded village in Rajasthan where along with Shanker Singh and Nikhil
Dey, shesetup the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan in 1990.

The MKSS is a grassroots movement, a working example of transparent
organization, that triggered broad debate and a nationwide demand for the
public’s right to scrutinize official records — a crucial check against arbitrary

governance. Leading the movement, Ms. Roy has worked for people’s issues,

looking at ways in which equality and justice can be claimed by the people as

their right. The Sangathan was successful in building a broad-based demand
for the Right to Information by linking it to survival and livelihood issues and
defining a paradigm for transparency and openness in government
Sfunctioning, specific to the Indian context. The fight for the right to

information, which began in the early 1990s culminated with the passage of
what is considered as one of the most robust transparency legislations in the

world— the Right to Information Act 2005.

Prior to its enactment, in 2004, Ms. Aruna Roy was inducted into the
National Advisory Committee to formulate the Act itself. Ms Roy is an active
member of a number of campaigns including the National Employment
Guarantee Council, the National Campaign for People’s Right to
Information, and NAPM, PUCL. She has authored Education of Out-of-
school Children: Case Studies of Selected Non-formal Learning
Programmes in South Asia.

The awards and honours received by Ms. Roy sufficiently illustrate the range
of her grassroots-level developmental vision. She has received several awards
Jor her group's commitment to social justice and rural workers' rights.
Ms. Aruna Roy is a recipient of the Ramon Magsaysay Award for
Community Leadership and International Understanding. In 2005, she was
amongst the 1000 peace-women from 150 countries, nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize. In 2009 Ms. Roy was honoured with the Nani Palkhivala
Auward for protection and preservation of civil liberties in India.
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Ms. Bharti Tolumbia felicitating Ms. Aruna Roy
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gHRUET TSI & S H Afgenall 3 e

31Tet AR forg aga gRee a1 € | 9 | i1 wreal 1 g el
B &, IR 37T ST @) 16 # A7 g ¥R AT 2 | S HET TT 7
o # ARIARTH IR a1d %, 3R A FB &< dP QU1 BT S &7
TIRETE o | §9 R # 991 Ut @1 a1e fhy § g9 e @
SERIROT A1 TET DR Hehell & |

a@ﬁr@ﬂaﬁwmcwésﬁ?sw Repte o ar forar garm grar 2
3R g g forad 2| o RaR # &1 o1 oid € 99 IRaR &
R, @] e Refd, S@a aRued 3§ &9 310 Siias &l
fREiRT o &1 AR |/ 91d 89K 81 H 91 BIcfl € 3R <Iar &
Sia o g1 11 €1 aTdl Bl BHR AT 98 grax did A ufftsd
BT & | 37U Sl 4 <1 Ya e &g, gAY URarR # ST, T
SIS ¥ TET B, TR 31 G 98d 31T 14T o 3 off, 3R g9
BTST | H AR H B Bl 5, FAIY 9T & IR W HT
HH! & 6 P3 IR A= g&i W F=f 989 &1 w9 o ol 2 |
IUE B W E, 3R T AaiE HH—FHHT g Y BT 8 | U 7 \Ed
2 f& &9 = Ay, B9 AT Y @R, are—faarg ey | dr
arfarerl | ! gs off 3R Vi Rerfay # <ar &% w5 I Faeht o
5 g N Ao B Hare Tl e =Ry, Sk H9r e a1 e
ST 1 T8 el © | B TS a1 AR % 1 9E 2 eIk i Sd I
A g b 7awe a1 8 8, I8 WHIfds §, URg dare T8l gedl
ARy |

ST M &1 y=mdd H H iR g, 8 26 SFa’] & & H g8l STx
ST & | 3 26 SITAT T ITH AT H ¥ daT 17 o {6 § 3rrefofy
D W G B SR g Al FE Aar & B gl & |
IMoaTRe U I aTATATd HRAT T WIYOT ST 9 ST 8 MID &
7T {6 S9d =_i & dodx 91 BT, Hife 89 TR AR &
A1 B T &, S99 711d & IgE AN 79 S Held & | I Bs a1
TAR IR § I8 Ared 8 & 3 fral I 919 &= 9Tl 8, Afeasi 9
1A R dTel & dT BAR 1 hed 91 8, U § oesl 8T © b 8|
I UgE RN & FHE (U] 91 I | 26 SR B QT S TR
AT & |, S g sifRiferd den o Riferd ot & dnr 9,
Wﬁﬁw%wﬁ@aﬁﬁmﬁ@aﬁ%%@ﬁwéﬂ%
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AT BT B9 A HH B H Udel 7 | MY qToujd Hr {6 A Ui
BT TS 3R B8 ol [ 8H 3 <9 & WA BT UbeT & | H
UBT o 89 H I bl AT & [ST8i+ |ider & U~ yaica o &,
Al g I 81 IS o, T AT A ST WiAEH & 1268 Bl &T$T Al
M @A | 59 URYed ¥ 19 Plg ISl AT Dl A AT Blg
RISTHI BHR AT 3THR I8 be [ g4 < BT AGeTT Sl el
91 ©, 398 URIdH 89T AT, AT &7 7Td 82 FI9UTT BT Ugel!
IR I 9 U gl & AN cave b oIl UGl 2T, Td Hal 1T AT
IR AT BT Ter ST =Ry | gufery Ue R ANTRE
B & A B9 S UGT | T 1 31E8T oW oI, AR 37Tal & uRyed
H 519 H @ YT BT UGl &, AT g1 o Tdl & fh 39 Q9 & W
gdSl &9 AN & ol Ua 987 38! fORTId 8IS o) 1Y & | SHd!
od 8 WX IS WS BT O 8, Rilfh 3 & 39 IR § ITD!
B A1l BT Iooted 81 X1 & | I I I8 U AT ORI &, 7R
B9 4 W e dART S Ued &, S AHSKI 82 37Tl aeI el © [
fiehar gfardy adl & JegaRsd @ @af 8, s9a forg &
ARE ¥ &1 Y% BRAT BT AR I8 ST 8T b fden gaw
forQ @1 PEan 27 1 o 31 Ue drRiemen d &9 9 o o
AfIET & IR H Tt B | W VS AF A R I8 $ed © [ 3
-0 Te & AT BT IS UTRiAT &) INE i el ugl? g8l
ordr © f g Gfdu™ @ uer BRm SR s BRT
HFIARTH SR G SFT—AAT <ol & | IS I8 T8l el fb 37T
37U ST H AT ¥ H A7 U H fIear e G Hebdl 8, AR AT
319 eIy AR Ul Bl Ud, = fo=dl § A1 3 4, d 9 HR[eR
@ I B AP B35 UGS PHed o, 3MUB Fs—
VAR ded B Wager o'W Wi ¥ fdg u®
RISI—IFGARIE  BIAT T &8¢ 8 [l 1 & ey 3, Afa,
ARSTE afe fopedl 1 ev—erel R 7Y qor g A1 anffie ver ue,
9 R H g9 BIs A1 |/ W TE qUIT| 9 FaReAT Bl HIIH
@ & [T B9 Sl B9 B 8] R[ANRSH BT Fel 31l © 3R I
PI &9 7 H YW, A1 IE < 98 grax o G| B Hfex WY o1,
&9 ARTe A1 OY, &9 IRGITER W1 9114 37k 3R 89 del 9 oIl
= AT A SN AR BH F9 ARIARSH Bl &9 H I, dfdem= 4
fareaTe <7 |

3T T TMTEATST T ueT 27 TSl Us anfiies aafd of | 39 o
BT YRS YT FHT A BIAT AT 3R I Y11 |1 H AR &7 Bt
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AT 9 < ¥ Al IR AR BT Talld ST ST T | Tiefisit
39 TAId] Bl el § S9d o1 T1fh Aahl FHsT § 31 AP | A
SIIaT 912 $9TS 8, 25 &1, RIRg &1 A1 SiF 28I, 91 S Tl &l
o=t # Sud o | S=i I A1 der o fF § e fiwg sl g
Fife § st TS 1 T, H 3resT T 1 €, H areeT dig W1 §,
R ST 9 AfT I o & &F b U ufdag 8l & 9 7 fbsi
€ BT BICT THS Abdl & 7 fhal W € R 3MTHHT B Fhel & |

A 1947 BT g™ @ TSIs § AT W | AR $I 1
H TRA—QRAT W 37T gY, URaR = gu, et &R, |f /), e v,
Fel f2eg IR Al Fel JIAH | 39 AR & oY i, ifdr, Havm,
Teh 12T RB1 Uh 5 a1 g T, SAlCrT TSl 8H I AT bl I
ATE HRAT &, I [RIIT BT AIE HIAT © O/ 89 9ol 9 & 3R
A € b dadl ds—as el 8, Is—as AT & SIl ISl g1 5
BN faRT9d € | IS 89 39 A& Bl T8l gaeiil dl §HRI I8 <9
RERGEIE

ATRTRIGAT ¥ SISd] § 3MIHT BIC—BIc [hed AT ared & |
3ITIehT TS BT o TOIRT ¥ &I ATl Yd ST GaAT, 1 SH &H RASR
A 8 UG R | dl o SIfadsR, ®ifh qd H e BR I8
B4 T T o1, B U Bl Y ASIR—31TS Y 8l 8¢, AR d
SferdER BT R8T | &9 T[oiRTd H Selsid X8 | TSI &l HeT 8
5 I AT ATHTAT H HB U BIA 991Y 7Y 59D gRT FART
SRR DI ARGRAT IR ¥ ST Yfera=T 8T MY 3MR &4 Aed 1 7
UST | B9 ORI A9l § I I8, §H 99 TR & fa%g
3ITTS] B3 X2 3R WIS & axarsl | $8 U Bl ke 8T |
e B9 ORI Bl TRB 81 <2, Tl 'SP RIelb 89 geia AT
o7 Aahd U gAY BEl 1 Bl AFIRTRID, FSiHRor w@rel al
W IGHR G B MR 9 BT 9T U AT © AR AT T 7
I ¥ UB AT TS |

B 37 ugd g8 # dos AR BRA H Fell T&Tel Sl B
T AT DI B, TAT S TSN B AT 3fSTT A= HT 7 o,
S=IF BT fh ST $%¢ ST B YR H 31T o1 a1 U graTol
A ATg 3R B S YBEE U ¥, R AT A 3 SoedT
ST g S Y 97 U) prf=t o7 W&l 2, i 89 <@ &l
Fad, fog arg 7 9 a8 |\st § oMy & &9 9SS veIaH &l
TR BT T & | ATST H ATETRIGAT BT ST 84 Tl &R &
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foTT foar o1 8T 2, 3R o1 o7 89 S9a fawg Jmarst e, 89
T B SITU, fhR BT AT BHN T BT JHAT T8I DR ADIT | TS
w4l A dTerd T H, AaTel H, MH @R dd AT 8197 |

HMRIC: J¥E dl 81T, IR 89 S HAWQ Pl T HRAT TS |
UHT R UR <20 T I BT ADHIT AT 81 | Ueh AR a1l G
BT PR 3T AT H FB &1 © | I§ T AT PR 2 |
fARaer a@adt S @t 7 geT & 9t a8 uge e 99 9g
AAE™ BT AT B AMY oA | STal—<Tal S 1 qaf b
JEI—JBI I8 AT | I ATed U b T8I I IS PR B & 8l & 91 AT
A 9TER 7 of U | ISR SR H I AR DI Haq 7 B
ST 1925 # SBI U8 HIFH G911 | TAR < H Ig B 3T
N8| R TG TP T8 BT &% &7 H AN &1 SN I I SADT
PTS HEd ol 2 | U H 89 Ped ©, “It’san entitlement to enable
all entitlements” Wmﬁﬁ@qﬁﬂﬁél aﬁ%qﬁw
Yrad AR @ AIGAL B TG T S B Al g
Al I8 TV ifdh gal <Al RPHTeH MY =g el Fahdl,
qarsdl @ RIS MY < &1 Aohd, T8l Il THac Afell & D
oy g gfemt 2 fheg S 310 81 & 91 7181 € | 98 UA.UH.
@ BX T DI O ool & | TUA.UE. SO U ol 8, TH—Si
CaRCCIRCIRCINI R IENE IS BRI G AR AT o I O ICTAC
UGl A1 Bl ST &7 DI Ui BT €, 98 9l TUATH. of ol 2 |
U H 3Maeg® § o &9 590 faog ST+ 31maTsT ST | 51d O &H
Hey & BN T Th &H Theral UT el s | FH AreTiydT,
IR qAT I & RIAT® FaTed WS HIAT US| O TP &H
AT GS T8l B, AR S AIDBdIID SIS 8, I8 &9 18
fArerfY | et &9 SR # Uw are H 99 € | oA FEl A < el |
facell # &9 el UTSs H 78] 98 A & | IroTare & dTex dal
I3 AH | 9 AT dIc Ford dfol § WY 81 98 Adhd | 59 < D AN
BT 91 H 9 AR 2, el 3 ifefaa o e gar 2 | fsi &
TR H ST W AN BT & o 8H |Hsr g fb g U
AUSTRIGAT T8l aT2T | 3R §H U1 Al s Bl S8 bl GI&rd
e TR AT AURIRAdGar W 37U+ SIT8 31 SR iR didd s &
Hed BIC B SIG | H ofT 3 <1 1 Hfdar &1 go ufel wgd
PRE§ —
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Dr. C.S. Lakshmi (Ambai) is a distinguished fiction
writer in Tamil. She is an independent researcher in
| Women's Studies and has several publications ro her
credit. Dr. Lakshmi is the founder-trustee Director of
Sound & Picture Archives for Research on Women
(SPARROW) in Mumbai, a non-governmental
organization for documenting and archiving the lives
and work of women. She is a current member of the
University of Michigan's Global Feminisms Project.

Dr. Lakshmi was a visiting fellow in the University of Chicago's Institute for
Culture and Consciousness. She was instrumental in the establishment of
Roja Muthiah Research Library. She has been a research Officer in the Indian

Council of Historical Research and a college lecturer in New Delbi. She has

worked in two research projects - Illustrated Social History of Women in

Tamil Nadu sponsored by the Ford Foundation and An Idiom of Silence: An

Oral History and Pictorial Study sponsored by the Homi ]. Bhabha

Fellowship.

Dr. Lakshmi is a prolific writer whose work is characterized by her feminism,
an eye for detail, and a sense of ivony. Her books in English include: The Face
Behind the Mask: Women in Tamil Literature; A Purple Sea; Body Blows:
Women, Violence, and Survival: Three Plays; Seven Seas & Seven
Mountains: Volume 1: The Singer and the Song — Conversations with
Women Musicians; Seven Seas & Seven Mountains: Volume 2: Mirrors
and Gestures — Conversations with Women Dancers; (ed.) The
Unhurried City — Writings on Chennai ; and In A Forest, A Deer: Stories
by Ambai.

Her books in Tamil include: Nandimalai Charalilae, Andhi Malai,
Sirakukal Muriyum, Veetin Mulaiyil Oru Camaiyalarai, Ambai :
Kalacchuvadu Nerkanalgal, Kaatil Oru Maan, and Varrum Eriyin
Meengal. Dr. C.S. Lakshmi is the only Tamil writer to have been included in
the recently published Picador Book of Modern Indian Literature edited by
Amit Chaudhuri.

For her contributions to Tamil literature, Dr. C.S. Lakshmi received the 2008
Iyal Virudhu (Lifetime Achievement Award) awarded by the Canada-based
Tamil Literary Garden. She is also the recipient of the Kalaimagal
Narayanaswamy Aiyar Prize and the Vodafone Crossword Book Award. The
Library of Congress holds five of her writings in its collection.
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u e
Dr. C.S. Lakshmi Ms. Aruna Roy & Dr. C.S. Lakshmi
addressing the gathering releasing Dr. Deepa Martins'

second anthology, 'Kurja Ke Ter'

| »
Ms. Aruna Roy presenting a memento to Dr. C.S. Lakshmi
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BEING A WOMAN, BEING A HUMAN

I am honoured to be here with all of you to share my memories of my
friendship with Dr. Deepa Martins, the founder of this school, and
also tell you the kind of work we do in SPARROW;, the organization I
head, located in Mumbai.

Itis in the course of the work of my organization that I met Dr. Deepa
Martins. She came to my organization to talk to me about the kind of
work she was doing with underprivileged women in Rajasthan
through Mahila Samooh, a women's self-help group. The next time I
visited Ajmer, I interviewed two women of the group, one of whom
was a Panchayat President. Dr. Deepa Martins and I got to know each
other better when we continued to exchange notes on the work of
Mahila Samooh and SPARROW which is an acronym for Sound &
Picture Archives for Research on Women.

In SPARROW we collect oral history and visual material on women's
history and life. The history of women has not always been a history
known to everybody. Only some famous women like Vijayalakshmi
Pandit or Sarojini Naidu or Kasturba Gandhi figure in History books.
The role women have played in the politics of the nation has been
something that has been hidden in the crevices of history.
SPARROW's role has been to bring out this hidden history and give
women visibility. So we have interviewed freedom fighters, some
members of Subash Chandra Bose's Jhansi Rani wing of the INA,
women from the Left and other progressive movements, women in
the environment movement, women educationists, women writers
and so on. We strongly believe that unless this history is understood
and women are written into history, history will remain incomplete.

You are all very young. So you will not know what a struggle it has
been for women to get educated in the regular school and college
system in modern India. It is not that women were ignorant or
illiterate in earlier days. There have been women scholars, women
poets and many famous women rulers also. They were all well-trained
in the traditional system of education. Despite the fact that there were
exceptional women in history, there was a general feeling that
women's major role in life was to be a good daughter, good wife and a
good mother and be a homemaker. Women were supposed to be kind
and gentle and obedient. Women were not supposed to voice their
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opinions publicly. Although they were homemakers, the decisions
were taken by the men of the family and very often their life revolved
around the kitchen. Marriage was considered the most important goal
of a woman's life. When a girl child misbehaved she was always told,
“How will you get a good name in your sasural?” or “How will you get
married?” Since everything revolved around marriage, a girl was
supposed to be fair and beautiful and later when educated boys came
into the picture, in order to get an educated son-in-law, people began
to give a heavy dowry. In such a marital framework, books and
different forms of expression were denied to women. Women gained
knowledge often stealthily. There were girls who stood hidden behind
doors and walls and heard their fathers teach their students and learnt
what was taught. There were women who read the paper in which
provisions from shop came packed. There were women who learnt
music listening to sounds of music emanating from a nearby music
hall and there were women who wrote on bits of paper and kept them
hidden. T know women who kept diaries and whose diaries were burnt
along with them when they died.

In this kind of a situation, for a woman to get the right to education
was not easy. There was a fear that educated girls would be disobedient
and rude and too independent. That they would misuse their
independence. Many social reformers fought to get women the right
to education. If many of you are sitting here today as happy students,
itis because many women struggled to get women what they deserved
as individuals. Many mothers helped their daughters to get educated.
But even now, if you go to the rural areas or small towns, a girl child is
denied so many things, one of them being education, due to poverty. I
visited a village in Himachal Pradesh where a little girl kept telling me
her house had no door, when I asked her why she was not going to
school. I thought, she had not understood my question. Later, when I
went to her small hut without a door, I understood what she meant. In
the hilly regions, animals like dogs and even foxes can enter your
house and take away food kept on the floor, when the huts don't have
doors and you need someone to protect the hut all the time when the
parents went to work in the potato farm or elsewhere. This little girl
was protecting her hut and hence could not go to school. So we still
have a long way to go. The work SPARROW is doing is to record and
document the process in which women's history is being made in
many ways.
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There are many boys here and men too. You may wonder if so much of
importance given to women will deny man anything. Not at all; on
the contrary, when women and men have equal rights, a better society
based on justice and equality will be built. Many women like Dr.
Deepa Martins are involved in this process of giving women self-
respect and dignity. We are all working for it in different ways. We are
not constantly in touch with one another. Even when we don't
communicate with each other, I feel that we are constantly in dialogue
with one another. We are connected through our work. And it gives
me great pleasure to come and talk to all of you in this school founded
by my friend Dr. Deepa Martins and her husband and being run by
their son Anupam Martins and so many efficient teachers. I wish you
all well and thank you once again for inviting me.

C.S. Lakshmi
April 5, 2005
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Ms. Indira Jaising, a practicing lawyer and Senior
Advocate at the Supreme Court of India, is the second
woman to be designated as a Senior Advocate by the High

Court of Bombay and the first woman to reach the post of
Additional Solicitor General of India (2009).

Ms. Indira Jaising has been a member of The Convention

on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

(CEDAW) Committee since January 2009.

Ms. Jaising went to school in Mumbai and graduated in Bangalore, before
getting her degree in law in 1962. Throughout her legal career, Ms. Jaising
has focused on the protection of human rights and the rights of women.
She successfully defended several landmark cases on discrimination against
women in India. She played an instrumental role in the drafting of the
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (2005). She has also
represented the victims of the Bhopal tragedy in the Supreme Court of India in
their claim for compensation against the multinational Union Carbide
Corporation and argued cases of homeless pavement dwellers of Mumbai who
were facing eviction. A keen environmentalist, Ms. Jaising has argued major
environmental cases in the Supreme Court. She has been associated with
several People’'s Commissions on Violence in Punjab to investigate the extra
judicial killings, disappearances and mass cremations that rook place during
the period 1979 to 1990.

Ms. Indira Jaising has attended several national and international
conferences on women and represented her country at these conferences. She
had a fellowship at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies London and has
been a visiting Scholar at Columbia University.

Ms. Jaising is also the Founder Secretary of the Lawyers Collective, a group of
lawyers, law students and social activists in India committed to the use of law

as an instrument of social change to further the constitutional and human

rights of marginalized groups. She founded a monthly magazine called
The Lawyers, in 1986, which focuses on social justice and women's issues in

the context of Indian law. She is currently Project Director of the Women's

Rights Initiative of the Lawyers Collective.

For her relentless and outstanding service to the cause of public affairs,
Ms. Indira Jaising was awarded the Padma Shree in 2005. She was also
conferred with the Rotary Manav Seva Award in recognition of her services to
the nation in fighting corruption and as a champion of the weaker sections

of society.
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Dr. N.K. Jain Myr. Anupam Martins
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CONSTITUTIONAL ENTITLEMENTS OF WOMEN

Today I feel that I am here before you because of the call of that bond
which goes beyond words. I was telling Mr. Anupam Martins that I
am not accustomed to speaking to a group of school children, butitis
this group, and it is this school that brought me here today to speak a
few words in honour of Dr. Deepa Martins and I can only think that it
is that bond of a common commitment that I share with her. It is
amazing how these bonds can come into existence even though you
have never met the person in real life. Yet because the commitment is
common, you can call it a bond. I am glad that I chose the topic,
"Constitutional Entitlements of Women", considering thatall her life
Dr. Deepa Martins stood for the rights of women in addition to issues
of secularism.

When I was coming here, I spoke to a friend who knew Dr. Deepa
Martins and she said to me, "Something is missing from the city of
Ajmer after Dr. Deepa Martins has departed." That says it all — a
person's absence is felt when you look at the issues the person dealt
with and the contribution to those issues. So, in that spirit of
commitment, I would like to just say a few words before you today
about the Constitution of India and about promises that it holds for
women. Then I would like you to reflect for yourself whether these
promises that are made in the Constitution of India have been
redeemed by our generation. When I say our generation, I mean my
generation and perhaps a generation that comes after me. If we come
to the conclusion that these promises have not been redeemed, then I
think there is a very, very heavy burden on the shoulders of your
generation — those of you who are in school now —as you go through
your life, to redeem the promises that the Constitution of India
makes, notonly to women, but to all the weaker sections of society as
I'will presently point out to you.

The Constitution of India is a founding document of this country and
basically a constitution is meant to tell you all about how our country
is governed: what are the power centres in this country, what is the
relationship of the states to the centre, what are our rights as citizens.
You know that every person born in this country is considered a
citizen of this country. Therefore almost all of us sitting here today are
citizens of this country by birth and as citizens we have rights, and as
citizens, we have duties. All these rights and all these duties are
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articulately spelt out in the Constitution of India.

When it was first drafted, the Constitution did not have a chapter on
duties, it only had a chapter on fundamental rights. Much later, a
chapter on fundamental duties was also put into the Constitution of
India, when the realization dawned on our parliamentarians that
duties and rights have to go together. Now, in the Constitution, you
do havealisting of duties and a listing of rights. Itis something thatall
school children need to internalize, it is something that all school
children need to know before they leave school, enter college and take
up their vocation in the world, because these duties and these
obligations are not meant to be confined to the pages of the
Constitution — they are meant to be lived in different ways and some
of the ways in which they are meant to be lived have been illustrated by
the life of Dr. Deepa Martins. In our commitment to women, in our
commitment to the issues of the dalits, in our commitment to the
ideal of secularism, we are meant to live and internalize the rights
which are conferred on us and the duties by which we are obliged in
the constitution.

The end of conflict is a precondition to a dignified life and for the end
of conflict in this country, we need secularism. People like me have
been pained by the fact that in recent years, particularly in Gujarat in
2002, the fabric of secularism in this country looked like it was torn
because there have been major attacks on minorities. But I can only
say that time and again, my faith in secularism gets restored because of
the existence of active civil society groups who are working to end
communalism. The atrocities in Gujarat did not go unaddressed.
There was nation-wide protest against what happened in Gujarat and
alot of these cases were taken to the Supreme Court of India.

I'will return to the theme of the rights of women. The rights of women
cannot be guaranteed without peace. We cannot look at women in
isolation. Women's rights have to be linked with the rights of all other
sections of society. Whenever the rights of any section of society are
threatened, the rights of each one of us are threatened. Let us not live
in the belief that we are secure in our middle-class and upper middle-
class homes and that we do not have to worry about those who are less
fortunate than us. Nothing can be further from the truth because the
destruction of peace for any one section of society means the
destruction of peace for all of the society. None of us can remain
untouched by problems which occur in any part of society. So if the
rights of women have to be guaranteed, the rights of all have to be
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guaranteed as well. You will find this beautifully reflected in the
Constitution of India. The main guarantee that you find in the
Constitution of India is what we call the Right to Equality and in a
very simple article of the Constitution - Article 14 - we will find very
clearly mentioned that there will be equality before law and equal
protection of the laws to all persons.

Now you can see how simply the idea of equality is expressed, because
equality is indeed a very simple idea. Of course we have our own ways
of complicating the idea but we do not need to go very far to get a
definition of equality. We find it right up-front in the Constitution of
India in Article 14 which says equality before law and equal protection
of the law is available to every person.

Then you must know that Article 15 is a guarantee against
discrimination and it says very clearly that there shall be no
discrimination based on sex, religion, caste, place of birth or any
combination of these factors. So there you have the guarantee of
equality based on sex, which means that you cannot be discriminated
against in any sphere of life simply because you happen to be a woman

oragirl child.

You have the guarantee of Article 16 which guarantees to all persons
equality in public employment. Obviously a very, very important
guarantee is that you know everybody goes to school, goes to college
and then goes out into the world and makes their living and looks for
employment. The state and the government is a very important
provider of employment in our country and it is necessary to have the
guarantee of equality. India is of course not alone in having this
provision of guarantee of equality. Countries all over the world,
certainly all democracies, have guaranteed this right to equality.

I would just briefly point out to you another definition of equality
contained in the Constitution of South Africa: Everyone is equal
before the law and has the right to equal protection and benefits of the
law. Notice how simple this definition is, and then as you go out into
the world, you need to apply this definition to what you see around
you and to see whether this guarantee is actually made real. Equality
includes the full and equal enjoyment of all rights and freedoms. To
promise the achievement of equality, the legislative and other
measures designed to protect persons or categories of persons
disadvantaged by unfair discrimination, may be taken.

Now you have a very important pointer to the definition of equality
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over here, "Persons disadvantaged by unfair discrimination.” Whatis
this telling us? This sentence is telling us that we are born into a society
where all are not equal. There can be with us the birthmarks of
discrimination inherited from a previous generation. Don't forget,
this constitution came into existence only in the year 1950. One of the
major forms of historical discrimination is the existence of different
castes. We fought against the abolition of untouchability. In fact the
Indian Constitution does have an article, Article 17, which says that
untouchability in this country should be abolished. This is the legacy
of historically- faced discrimination.

So what does the guarantee of equality mean? The guarantee of
equality means that you have to end the historical disadvantage. You
end historical disadvantage by compensating the disadvantaged with
advantage and it is from this that India has historically evolved the
whole policy of reservations in jobs for scheduled castes and for
scheduled tribes. There is also a demand for reservation of women in
Parliament and in our legislatures. It is based on the fact of historical
disadvantage. If you look at the statistics of the percentage of women
in Indian Parliament today, they constitute less than seven percent of
the total number of elected parliamentarians. So these statistics tell
you the story of the status of women in this country.

I want you to understand the concept of unfair discrimination, unfair
disadvantage and then understand that equality means setting right
this unfair disadvantage so that the state may not unfairly discriminate
directly or indirectly against anyone on one or more grounds
including race, gender, pregnancy, martial status, ethnic or social
origin, colour, sexual orientation, age, disability, religion, conscience,
belief, culture, language and birth. So what this is telling you is that
governments cannot discriminate against people because they belong
to a particular race, because they belong to a particular ethnic group,
because they belong to a particular religion, because they belong to a
particular caste, because they have a particular sexual orientation or
because may be a particular age. Equality is the removal of
discrimination based on these factors. No person may be unfairly
discriminated against, directly or indirectly, on any one of these
grounds. Legislation must be directed towards the removal of these
grounds. Every human being is entitled to inherent dignity and the
right to have dignity respected and protected.

Then you have Article 25 of the Constitution of India which
guarantees Freedom of Conscience. Every person is guaranteed the
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right to pursue their own religion but this does not mean that any
particular religion can be privileged by the state over any other
religion. This brings me straight to the question of women.

It is being argued that this guarantee of freedom of religion allows us
to have laws relating to women based on our different religions and so
in India we have Muslim law relating to Muslim women, Hindu law
relating to Hindu women, Christian law relating to Christian women,
Parsi law relating to Parsi women and so on. This is a very controversial
issue because many, many of these laws discriminate against women.
Many of these laws do not guarantee equality in the matter of
inheritance rights, in the matter of marriage, in the matter of property,
in the matter of child custody and in the matter of maintenance to
women during marriage. The field of family laws is highly
discriminatory against women and the women's movements in this
country have articulated a demand that there should be a common law
dealing with the rights of women in the field of family law, entity of
minorities. For that reason the government of India has laid offand we
do not still have a common civil law. But I believe it is one of the
unfinished agendas of the Indian Constitution and perhaps in time
some of you sitting here today will be working for these issues and who
knows during your lifetime you might see a common civil law for
women in the right of marriage which is not discriminatory.

Since I have come to the issue of women, I must direct your attention
to Article 51 A of the Constitution which says that we all need to
promote a spirit of harmony and common brotherhood among all
people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional
diversity and practices derogatory of the dignity of women. You will
have to ask yourself the question: What are the practices which are
derogatory of the dignity of women that we need to renounce? As
many of our commissions have noted, there are lip services paid to the
doctrine of gender equality while the fact remains that generally
women are still regarded as inferior to men both at home and in the
workplace.

I have pointed out to you the kinds of discrimination women face at
home. As far as the workplace is concerned, one of the most major
issues that has surfaced in recent times is the issue of sexual
harassment. The Supreme Court of India delivered a judgment which
is commonly known as the Vishaka judgment. It arose after the case of
Bhavri Devi, an aanganwadi worker who was raped while she was on

duty propagating the idea that child marriage was to be abolished.
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People who had vested interest in child marriage organized her rape.
Thereafter the matter had to be taken to the court with great difficulty
and it is a matter of shame that the court acquitted the rapist. The
matter is now in appeal before the High Court. But this case was taken
to the Supreme Court and the argument was that Bhavri Devi was
performing her duty and she was at work when the act of rape took
place and therefore we need a law to stop sexual harassment at the
workplace. The Supreme Court delivered a judgment known as the
Vishaka Judgment which said that sexual harassment at the workplace
violated the right of equality of women and the right of women to
work. Here you have a beautiful example of how equality is to be
understood, how equality is to be actualized, and how equality is to be
putinto practice.

So it is not enough to say that you have the right to equality. What is
the meaning of the right to equality and the right to equality of work if
when women go to work they are sexually harassed by their co-
workers or by their boss ? T myself get shocked to see, as a practising
lawyer, the number of cases that come to me of employed women
whose lives are being made miserable because their male colleagues or
their male seniors harass them. This harassment can take different
forms. It can be nasty comments about the way they dress, it can be
personal remarks about their family, it can be asking for favours, it can
be asking for sexual favours. The net result is that their labour is not
respected for what it is and this is only because they are women. Sexual
favours are demanded and if sexual favours are not given, they are
disadvantaged. Their annual confidential reports are spoilt or their
promotions are not given. It is very common and I think its very, very
important at this age, at the school going level, that the children be
aware of the whole issue of sexual abuse and sexual harassment.

There is also a lot of sexual abuse at home of children within families
and it is important for children that institutions like schools be able to
raise these issues and discuss them because there is no other protection
against this form of abuse except awareness — protection through
awareness, knowledge and preparedness. I cannot expect the state to
police the whole society by sending policemen to every workplace or
by providing security at every doorstep. The best protection against
sexual abuse is awareness and the ability to speak out to talk about it
without feeling embarrassed. What normally happens is that the
person who is sexually abused is the person who ends up feeling guilty
and does not want to talk about it. Therefore the whole issue of sexual
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abuse, in particular the sexual abuse of children, remains under the
carpet.

My object is to point out to you that these are all issues which are
mentioned in the Constitution of India. It is like a Bible which each
one of you should have a copy of. I can say that when in doubt, open
the Constitution of India look at it and decide how you should
proceed forward in a particular situation — you will find the answer
there.

I would just give you one definition of gender justice which Justice
Anand had put down in one of his essays. I quote, “It is the process of
confirmative rights of women and their empowerment that has come
to be recognized as gender justice. Attaining social justice and peace
through empowerment of women is basically another description of
the same process. This process has many dimensions ranging from the
private sphere at home to the public sphere outside the home. The
process of gender justice broadly speaking covers the rights of women
against exploitation and victimization.”

Now I will move on to afew of the cases that I have argued, just to give
an example of how it can and does make a difference to people's
everyday lives. Gita Hariharan, an author, wanted to make a small
deposit in the name of her son with the RBI. When she went to make
the deposit she was told, "Madam we are very sorry, we can't accept
this deposit from you because the father has to come and sign the
form." That is when she decided to come to me and she said, "I refuse
to get the signature of my husband on this form. I have earned this
money, [ want to make a deposit in the name of my son and I should
have every right to make it without my husband's signature." We took
this matter up to the Supreme Court and the argument of course was
that under the Hindu Law, the father is the natural guardian of the
child and we said, this is what discrimination is about and it has to
change. Although the Supreme Court did not strike down that section
which it should have done, it did say that the mother is also the
guardian along with the father, and the concept of joint guardianship
was introduced. It is after that case that the government of India has
changed a lot of its forms. It allows women to make applications for
passports for their children; it allows women to put their children in
school without necessarily having the consent of the father. The
significance of this is that when there is no dispute between husband
and wife, it is not a problem, but where there is, the husband uses this
authority in order to victimize the wife and refuses to give his signature
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and so it is important to have these kinds of guarantees.

The next is the case of Rupan Deol Bajaj, a case of sexual harassment at
the workplace. She was severely criticized by the media over the fact
that she took a “trivial” issue to court. It was a tremendously uphill
battle trying to convince people that it is not a trivial issue. What you
have to understand is that sexual abuse begins in trivial ways, and then
goes on to assume more severe forms, because it is the mindset of a
person. The mindset of a person, who is in a position of power, and
who publicly harasses a woman, is that, / don't respect you for being an
IAS officer. I don't respect you for the work that you have done. That is the
same mindset of a person who would rape a woman and that is why
the case was very important. That is why it was carried forward.
Another reason why it was very important is because the person who
did it was, after all, the person who is supposed to respect law and
order —a Director General of Police. So think what message it gives to
the forces below him, If our Director General can do this and get away
with it, so can we. That is why I would say it is very important to check
this, for us to protest, for us to organize, for us to carry our battles to
court wherever we see injustice. This is of course one of the stories that
succeeded.

The third and the last case I will just briefly mention is the case of
Mary Roy, an extraordinary woman who has founded a very successful
school, the Corpus Christi School in Kalathipady. It happened to be
that she is a Christian woman and the law in her state was that a
daughter could inherit only Rs. 5000/- from her father and the rest of
the estate would go entirely to the son. She said that she would not
tolerate this law on the grounds that it was discriminatory against
women.

So these are you know stories of people who fought their way through
life and who came out as winners. I can only hold them up for you as
role modelsasyou go furtherinlife. Justas Dr. Deepa Martins isarole
model, these women that I have talked to you about, are also role
models.

Now I am going to conclude on a bit of a pessimistic note because
although these are the guarantees of the Constitution of India, when
we look at the reality around, we find a very, very different picture.
Statistics tell a different story when it comes to women. That is where
the challenges lie, because if you read all the reports, particularly
when you read the human development reports that have been
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published each year, you will find that India is ranked pretty low in
the family of nations on what is known as human developmentindex.
At one stage, development was measured in terms of Gross National
Product. It is no longer measured in terms of Gross National Product.
Now when we assess human development, we look at literacy rates, we
look at housing, we see education, we see female mortality and we see
enrollment of girl children in school to decide whether or not the
country is making progress — and there the statistics of the women of
India are poor.

Gender is considered one of the strongest markers of disadvantage.
Link this with the earlier discussion on equality. In order to
understand inequality, we have to understand disadvantage. This is
especially the case in South Africa where the large numbers of missing
women in the region bear testimony to the scale of the problem.
Disadvantage starts at birth. In India, the death rate for children in the
age group 1 to 5 is 50% higher of girls than of boys. Expressed
differently, 1,35,000 young lives are lost each year because of the
disadvantage associated with being born with two X chromosomes.
This holds true across the spectrum when it comes to women. In
terms of literacy, women fare poorly — 67% as compared to men are
illiterate. In terms of enrollment in primary school also they fair
poorly —its 85% . Butas you go to secondary schools, the presence of
the girl declines from 85% to about 67%. So there is a huge gap of
economic activity. No more than 42% of the economic activity
generated by men goes in the direction of women. In terms of
employmentalso it is no better.

I would like to end by saying that it is not enough to have a beautiful
constitution as we do have. A constitution cannot come alive on its
own. A constitution needs people like you and me to bring it alive and
the extent to which we will enjoy these rights is the extent to which we
believe in it and we make it a part of our life - namely that we walk the
talk. I thank you for giving me this opportunity to say a few words
before you, and I have no doubt that you are all going to go out into
the world being the most wonderful citizens of India.

Thank you.

Indira Jaising
July 1, 2006
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THE AVATAR OF MANUSHI SWACHH NARAYANI —
THE GODDESS OF GOOD GOVERNANCE AND
EcoNOoMIC FREEDOM

I am really delighted to be here with you to share this occasion to
remember Dr. Deepa Martins, one of the outstanding daughters of
Mother India. We met through the People's Union for Civil Liberties
in Jaipur, and when I read what she wrote, when I read about her
engagements, I realized that it is not just a birthday that I share with
her—Dr. Deepa Martins and I, we are truly kindred spirits.

Dr. Martins talked not only about rights related to women alone.
Being women, we must talk about rights related to women, but we
should avoid following what I call, "the ladies' compartment
approach" to women issues which is to say, "We hurt only when
women hurt" or that "When it's about dowry or rape laws, let women
talk. Or if it's about foeticide or sex selection, women may speak. But
rest of the issues are the responsibility of men. What is farm policy? Let
men decide." Why can't women talk on farm policy? Or why can't
they talk on defence policy? Why should we leave these issues just to
men? Women should also be aware of the structure of our economy. In
fact women should know which sector holds what share in the national
budget. It should not be that men discuss the issues of health and
education and women only discuss dowry acts and laws against rape.
Dr. Deepa Martins, moving ahead of the ladies' compartment
approach, worked for communal harmony. She was a very active
member of the PUCL of which I am a life member. She was active on
socio-cultural issues; she was active as an educationist and took an
interest in a variety of issues especially those that have a deep bearing
on the well-being of society. We do share thatkind of approach.

We are kindred spirits in another sense also. Dr. Deepa Martins started
her career teaching English and so did I. Like her, after doing my MA
in English and becoming a lecturer, I moved away from the discipline
because I realized that knowledge only of English and English
Literature cuts us off from our own social reality. If we do not have
knowledge about the culture and languages of our own country, if we
know what Milton and Coleridge have written but not what Tagore
and Premchand have said; if we have read Chaucer but lack
information about Shakuntalam; if we are without a live connection
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to the culture, to the language, to the history and the civilization of
our own people, we cannot be useful members of our society. So I
moved to study History and wrote bilingually. Most of my work is in
Hindi. Many of us who learn English, tend to get stuck in it, like the
frog in the well, because it has too many rewards. I want to tell you
young students that you are studying in one of the best schools in
Rajasthan, and itis an English medium school. But I do hope thatyou
take inspiration from the founder of this school, Dr. Deepa Martins,
and you do not cut yourselves off from your own people, your own
languages, your own culture. Stay connected. Yes we must learn to
converse with the whole world, but we must not forget to converse
with our own people. We should know how to talk to people in
England when we go there, but we should also know how to talk to our
own people at home. Dr. Deepa Martins did this during her lifetime.
You are truly fortunate to be in a school where I see every brick breathe
her spirit.

I unconsciously have a habit of creating a measurement scale in my
mind about the moral health of the institutions where I am called. I
first go and look into the washroom. If that is clean and spotless, it
shows that the institution is in good health. And very unconsciously, I
didn't plan it, but as I entered I asked, “May I use the washroom?”
And it was spotless. Then, as I came here, I saw you all, so many
students, sitting here together in complete silence, in complete
discipline. It was very inspiring because these are values that will stand
you in good stead. Discipline — when to talk, when not to talk — these
values will come even more handy to you than the marks you get in
your examinations.

You are very fortunate to be studying in a school which has been
founded not as a business exercise, but to serve society, to give you the
best education, to give you the best values. Your parents and your
families will expect that you build good careers —and you will, because
in this country very few have the golden opportunity of getting an
education as good as this. You know, many children are not even able
to reach schools. And those who do reach, reach those schools where
teaching does not take place or the level of teaching is so low that even
after studying for eight and twelve years, students are not able to read
orwrite four lines of a letter. So their education is of little use. You have
among the best teachers; you are getting the best education that the
country has to offer. So you do not need to worry about your careers —
you will, without doubt, have many doors open to you. There are
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more jobs than there are people to fill them, especially qualified
people, and you will be among those. Of course it is important to work
hard. Iam not trying to discourage you from doing that, and  am sure
that your teachers remind you of that every day. But what is equally
important, is to fulfill your duties towards the society you live in. In
your own family, if you are bright, but some of your relatives are not,
or if your brother is lagging behind, then it hurts you, because you
would like to see the whole family move forward together. Similarly, it
isalso very important that the whole society moves up together.

Today, the other nations are talking about our corporate sector
building up and setting the foundation for the multi-nationals which
are succeeding. The IT sector is booming and gaining popularity and
our scientists, technologists and graduates from IIM are gaining
recognition throughout the world. But at the same time we cannot
afford to forget that India as a whole is not shining. The lives of more
than 65% of people in our country are not shining. In fact their lives
are getting darker — particularly the lives of people who are self-
employed — rickshaw pullers, fishermen, bus drivers, hawkers and
weavers.

This nation has been witnessing the aftermath of poverty for 20
decades or so, but the difference between the rich and poor, the divide
between the privileged and unprivileged is increasing day-by-day. It is
our duty to bridge this gap between the two sections of our society.

We always think that it is the duty of the government to fulfill the
demands of the society, to sketch out the plan and work upon it in
such a way that it bridges this gap between these two extreme zones
within the society. We believe if we are electing our representatives,
then they ought to work for the welfare and betterment of the society.
Why do we forget that we are part of this society? We also need to work
for the betterment of the society and its people, because unless we join
hands together and help and work for the upliftment of the
downtrodden, our society cannot develop. We #// have to be the part
of that common resolve.

The greatest achievement of the freedom movement led by Mahatma
Gandbhi in this country was that Gandhiji was able to bring the rich
and the poor, the mill owner and the labourer, people from different
regions of India, from different caste backgrounds, and different
religions together to fight for the common cause of freedom.
However, Gandhiji did not just want freedom in the sense of being
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free from foreign rule and letting society be the way it was — his vision
was 'Swaraj'. And yet if we look into the depth of reality, we find that
the history of the post-independence India has been such that with the
widening gap between the income of the rich and the poor, the gap
between the heart and the mind i.e. the emotions and intellect, has
also increased.

I have often heard the middle-class and the upper-middle class people,
my friends, relatives and my neighbours, talking about the poor as,
"they’, 'these people' as if the poor are somewhat different, as if they are
not like us. This in itself tells us that we have stopped identifying with
our own people and the moment we do this, our success comes to a
halt. Those of us who think we can build little islands of privileged
people with massive gates and a watchman, thinking that we are safe
and secure, are mistaken. It will not work, because if we are
surrounded by miserable people, angry people, desperate people who
are not able to make a good living, then they will take their revenge,
and we will witness more crime. So our own well-being lies in the well-
being of everybody in society.

However, if we want to build a just society, then we should make a
beginning from our own homes. It is not only the duty of the NGOs
to work for the development of society. In fact it is the responsibility of
one and all; otherwise we have no right to call ourselves citizens,
because citizenship means duties, responsibilities and rights. It must
start from our own families. I see lots of young boys and girls here
studying together. I believe in this school two-thirds of the students
are boys and one-third are girls. All you young people have brothers
and sisters at home. I would say that your first act of responsibility
must begin with ensuring that the rights of all the members of the
family are respected.

A trend in Indian society is to take the view that girls are paraya dhan',
and have to leave their family and go and serve their in-laws, while the
boys will stay back to take care of the ancestral property. Girls are given
only a dowry — a dinner set, a sofa set, jewelry. The boys get income-
generating forms of property like a house, a shop, a piece of land, a
factory, a business — whereas girls only get basic domestic essentials.
Lots of people talk about abolishing dowry, but I must say that the act
of dowry or the system of giving dowry will not come to a halt until the
daughters get a share in the parental property. Think — if there is no
unanimity in our own homes, then how we can talk of unity in the
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society? If you want to live in a society which operates with dignity for
all, with dignified rights for all, then you must start with your own
family. So I would appeal to all the young men to make a promise to
yourself to see that your sisters get an equal share in the property. I
must say to the girls that if you wish to be treated as equal members of
the family, then you have to be ready to take equal responsibility with
your brothers towards your parents. Your parents must never think
that their security in old age lies only in the hands of their sons. It is the
responsibility of all the girls to prove themselves as daughters and as
good supports as their brothers prove to be. That is the pledge you
must take. Your parents must never treat you as 'paraya dhan’, as if you
cannot support them and only need protection yourself. Each one of
you can be a Durga, a Rani Laxmi Bai without picking up the sword.
Today's Durgas should not shed blood. On the contrary, they must
bring peace in today's violent world. Once you build up that
atmosphere of equality, of fair play, in your own families, you can then
act as responsible citizens who become instruments of social justice in
our society.

People tend to think that if we want to give justice to all sectors of
society then we have to act like Gandhiji and live an ascetic life. That is
not necessary. This is required only when the common man of the
society has forgotten his/her responsibility. But if we all become little
Gandhis then it will make a vast difference. Raja Rao's novel
'Kanthapura' tells you that if Gandhiji was able to take his message
across the length and breadth of the country, it was because Gandhiji
was able to get the support of many little Gandhis all over India. In
every village and city, little Gandhis came forward and this made a vast
difference.

Whichever environment you are living in, you only need to become
active citizens who ensure that injustice is not being done. Ifa woman
is being beaten by her husband and by her in-laws, you, as the
neighbours, have a responsibility to stop the violence. For this you do
not need the police. All you have to do is to go and raise your voice
against the injustice done to the woman.

It is not enough to think only of our family and of people like
ourselves. That is one part of being good citizens. But an equally
important aspect that we tend to miss out, is to see that in our own
city, in our own neighbourbhood, the poor people who come to work
for us and our neighbours, are not being mistreated. Do we help them
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when the slum areas where they live are wiped away in order to
'beautify’ the city? The reality is that we often do not even think about
them. So, at least in your city, in your neighbourhood, be aware of
what is happening in the lives of the people who are less privileged. As
students, the least each one of you can do is to share your privileges
with the poor children around you. Each one of you, for example,
could start with adopting one child from a poor family and try to share
some of the education that you are getting with this child. If you learn
to share your time and knowledge with others, you will be able to
expand your own knowledge and develop your own capacity to do
better. Remember, good work is to be done everyday. I learnt this from
an old woman with whom I stayed in America. She expected her
grandchildren to keep aside 10% to 20% of their pocket-money
everyday to help the needy. When I asked her why she made the
children save their money everyday and not on a monthly basis, she
replied that good deeds must be practised everyday. If you want to
become a good human being, you need to practise being good
everyday. And you will see your own life becoming so much richer
once you do that. If you start your day with giving, even if you give
little things, that makes your personal life rich. Then you, in your own
environment, can be a citizen who can change the fate of India. It is
very easy to give a little donation if you have a lot of money, but you
will find that far more important is to give of your time, give of
yourself.

When I was in Delhi about 15 years ago, I used to buy fruits and
vegetables from a nearby market. The hawkers there were
unnecessarily troubled because the municipality officers used to come
and destroy the hawker markets. When I asked them why they were
doing so, they replied saying, that the hawkers had illegally occupied
the area and that the municipality was clearing the area for the
convenience of people like myself. Now, it sounds very reasonable, but
the story that came out was one of horror. After sometime these
hawkers came back and setup their markets. I asked them how they
had managed to come back after the clearance operation. I discovered
that these hawkers who were earlier paying a bribe of Rs. 500 to the
policeman and to the municipality officers, had now promised to pay
Rs. 600 to 700 after the clearance operation. We also estimated that
the policemen and the municipality officers, by exercising their
control over the lives of vendors, were taking bribes to the tune of 500
crores per month.
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Now, the government keeps talking about poverty alleviation and
employment guarantee schemes. We only make one request to the
government: "Kindly do not create problems for such people. Enable
them to earn their livelihood." When I was young, the cycle rickshaws
were beautiful but today they are not so. If you go to Korea and
Thailand, you find the street hawkers with efficient vehicles on which
they conduct their business successfully. But in India these cycle
rickshaws are either broken or they are not in good condition. The
reason behind this is that they are taken in custody and heavy taxes are
levied on them. So no one is ready to use modern technology in their
rickshaws. Our municipal law regarding street vendors comes from
British law according to which, without a license from the
government, it is illegal for a person to have a cart. But the
municipality does not give them the license and so it is not fair. These
hawkers sell us things at cheaper rates. They are vital for farm economy
as well as small-scale industries because they have a business turnover
of four hundred thousand crore rupees per year. It means that they are
a vital part of the urban economy. Yet we consider them illegal. They
provide services to us and yet we allow them to be frequently beaten.
Vendors have fought long battles over this.

So, when we started our campaign, I shot a film and telecast it on
Doordarshan, and subsequently we started showing it to policy-
makers, to the ministers and even to the bureaucrats showing them the
consequence of considering the vendors illegal. The vendors, seeing
the policemen taking bribes and beating innocent people, had
stopped respecting the law. This in turn led to the spread of crime.
One feels, if 1 am a pick -pocket at least the police will give me protection
but if I am a vendor I will be beaten black and blue. A very a dangerous
message was being given that hard work does not pay. So we began
campaigning for reform. We organized public hearings, jan sunwaies,
and we petitioned the municipalities saying that we would show that
world class discipline and order could be built, if people were given
dignity and security of livelihood. We asked to be given a dirty market
and said that we would try to build a world class, well-disciplined
hawker market there. After taking the permission of the Supreme
Court, we began organizing the street vendors systematically. We told
them that we had to show that this hawker market was one of the best
hawker markets in the town. We made each one sign a legal document
to show that they were not a public nuisance, but it was the system
which forced them to stay in such a manner.
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There are still some who consider the fourth class society
'untouchable’ and it is just because they do our cleaning for us. I
believe cleanliness is a sacred activity. So, to instill this respect for
cleanliness, and to instill the respect that cleaning is a sacred duty, we
began worshipping the broom. This broom is not only the symbol of
cleanliness but also a symbol of sweeping out the corruption prevalent
in society. It is also the symbol of universal brotherhood, because if
you tie sticks together to make a broom, it is difficult to break them.
So this commitment towards making the environment clean gave
birth to a 'goddess' and we gave her the name Manushi Swachh
Narayani. This goddess holds a broom in one hand and a camera in
another, because all the work of a campaign needs to be documented.
In her other hands she holds a clock to remind us that in order to
uphold the laws, the system of governance must change with time to
fulfill the requirements of the citizens and country; a calculator which
says that we should ask for accounts; a lamp which is a symbol of hope;
a clarion to invite happiness in one's life; a  jow-ki-barley to say that
the message must spread. Finally, the 10" hand of the devi is in abhay
mudra, blessing everyone.

I'wish good luck to one and all.
Thankyou.

Madhu Kishwar
April 5, 2007
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BATTLE FOR SCHOOLS: STRUGGLE OF
THE FIRST GENERATION LEARNERS

I must say that I am indeed honoured that I have been asked to speak
today, and deliver the Dr. Deepa Martins Memorial Lecture. I have
been listening with a lot of interest to the great contribution that Dr.
Deepa Martins has made, the person that she was, the inspirational
role that she played, in a manner that was strong and silent, the
varieties of issues that she was closely involved with, her values of
secularism, communal harmony, civil liberty, dignity of women, and
most importantly, the value of education — these are very significant
issues, which the entire country is grappling with, and Dr. Deepa
Martins has contributed hugely in enhancing these values which we
need to imbibe, need to celebrate, need to remember, need to foster
and to take forward.

Today I thought I will talk to you about the battle for schools and what
I mean by this. Most of you here today are children. Not corrupted by
the world of adults, you have a clean heart, you are, each one of you, a
spiritual entity, you are willing to see the truth. So it is nice to be
talking to you and sharing some truths with you. I want to tell you two
things that are happening in our country today regarding children.
One thing that is of significance but which is not fair, is that children
are being drawn into joining the labour force. Large numbers of
children, millions of children are not in a position of advantage as we
are. Justas many children are sitting here today, the same numbers of
children are not sitting in a school and are outside the schools today.
What are these children doing there? These children are in fact
producing almost all that is necessary for us to sit here on these chairs
today.

If we have roti, kapada, makan, then, somewhere, in some way,
children have contributed to all the three. Let me tell you that no
agriculture in this country is happening without children working.
Young gitls of nine, ten, and eleven, are working on farms under the
sun day in day out. Deprived of their right to education, they work
relentlessly, they work very hard. They work hard to see that our
country's food is produced, that we all live well with food security. In
fact our country owes it to the generations of young girls and boys who
worked in producing food in our country.
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Letuslook at the watch we wear. IfI giveyouacall now: Lezus boycort
products made by child labour — then you will find that none of us
would be wearing what we are wearing today. Every yard of cotton has
the blood and sweat of a child in the making of it. No cotton in this
country is produced without children working and, in fact, I have
been following the plight of children who work for production of
hybrid cotton seeds. There are estimates that somewhere between fifty
thousand and one lakh fifty thousand children go from Rajasthan to
Gujarat to produce hybrid cotton seeds. Huge numbers of children,
like butterflies, are doing cross pollination. They take the pollen of a
flower and then pollinate it to produce cotton buds, which will be
used for seeds to grow more cotton. So in away, the cloth we wear, also
has child labour in it.

In every building built, brick by brick, you will find that there are
children who have been deprived of their right to education, deprived
of their right to health and nutrition. Children are at the moment
working at brick kilns and construction sites — children between the
ages of fourteen and eighteen, which seems to be the most productive
age for construction work at the moment. You find that for all the ro#7,
kapada and makan that is being produced in the country, there are
children working for these products. So we are duty bound to see that
they do not work there. They are working there not because they are
poor —they are working because they can work for long hours; they are
working because they can work without questioning; they are
working there because those who employ them need cheap labour.

While this is happening, on the other hand there is an explosive
demand for education today — poor or rich, everybody today sees the
value of education. Parents want their children to go to school, they
are willing to make enormous sacrifices to send their children to
school, but for the poor, it is not easy. That is what is the battle is
about. It is very difficult to go to school and even more difficult to
finish higher secondary. In fact, there is no guarantee that all children
will even finish the fifth class examination.

Out of every 100 children who join schools in our country today, only
22 pass the class ten level, and only seven reach higher secondary. So
the students in this school are indeed privileged that they know that
when they join in class I, they will continue till they finish class XII. I
am sure there are no school drop-outs in this school. There is a
guarantee that once they come to school, they will be there, and at no
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time is there is a doubt that they will not be there. But this is not true
for most children. For many children coming up to class X is like
winning a lottery ticket. There is no guarantee. They do not know
whether they will finish class X or not. Like, when you buy a lottery
ticket, you do not know if you are going to win the lottery or lose the
lottery. So for many, many children in this country, completion of
school is like winning a lottery. And this is not a condition that should
prevail.

What are the things that come in the way of their continuing school? I
will give you an example of what happens. Many of us think that the
parents of these children want them to work. But I think that it is
because the parents, as they are illiterate, do not k70w how to send a
child to school. When we go to school in the morning, we have to be
punctual. If the school starts at 9:00 we must be in school by 9:00. I
am sure even in St. Stephen's the teachers and the school
administration say that you must be disciplined, you must be here by
9:00 in the morning. So you will find between 8:00 and 8:30 in our
houses, the entire family is trying to prepare you for school, so that you
don't miss out. Before 9:00 in morning, your school bags get ready,
your home-work books get ready, your lunch box gets ready —
sometimes you don't know where you put your tie and then you have
your brothers, sisters, mother, father everybody searching for the tie,
and then putting the last knot on your tie and you are packed to school
by 9:00. There is a whole culture of packing a child to school, and as
literate parents, we know how to do it. The illiterate parents, they
know how to pack their children for work, because they have been
doing this for generations, but they do not know what it means to
pack a child for school, to pack a school bag, what home-work is; they
don't even have lights in their homes. So, in a way, you see this is the
great divide — that illiterate parents just do not know how to send a
poor child to school, whereas parents who are literate, know how to
send their child to school.

The system has to be prepared to understand these hurdles — prepared
to understand the background from which these children come. They
need some sympathy and even before disciplining them, they need to
be told: This is the manner in which you should get your child ready for
school, otherwise it will be difficult for us to run the institution or for the
child to continue in school. There has to be a kind of negotiation, a
dialogue, a discussion with the parents. This is so necessary because
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they do not understand why we are telling them that their children
have to come to school by 9:00.

In many tribal areas, you will find, they just go away for a wedding,
absenting themselves for two weeks or so. Then, when they come
back, they don't know to get back to school. When they are absent
from work for three weeks, they know how to get back to work, how to
talk to an employer. But when the children are absent for three weeks
the parents do not know how to get them back to a school. And that
also requires some training along with telling them that education can
not happen if there are such long absences. These are the things one
will have to notice about the first generation learners.

In a survey we did, we found that many schools have a lot of
requirements. They tell the students to come with a long note-book
or a checkered one or a double-ruled one. Now the parents of the first
generation learner, who are illiterate, do not know the long note book
from short note book. There are no stationery shops in the village.
They go once in a fortnight to the market. Many a times it has
happened in the schools that we were working with that, the parents
would bring say a short notebook and not a long book and then the
child would be punished for getting the wrong book. The child now
cannot tell the parents: My teacher wants this and not this, because even
that wrong book was brought with such a great difficulty. Gradually,
the child gets discouraged. The child gets the message: You don't know
how to come to a school. So the child stops coming to school, starts
playing marbles, climbing trees, going out and slowly, without the
parent knowing, the child just drops out of school, because he has not
brought the long notebook which he should have brought. This kind
of problem we have with first generation learners — over such small
things, a child loses the opportunity of education.

We have also found that children, who finish class V and have to go to
class VI, must get their transfer-certificate done. Many poor parents
do not know how to get a transfer-certificate done and the schools
keep postponing this work. In some cases we found they were not
issuing certificates because of a lack of stationery. They had just three
to four sheets of paper, there were over 50 children who needed
certificates, so they kept dodging and only those parents who had the
grit to continue got the transfer-certificate, the others did not. These
are minor issues and can be rectified if the schools are sensitive to the
problems of illiterate parents and tell them what it is that they have to
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do. In fact, if the school prepared the transfer-certificates without
waiting for the parents to ask for it, many of the issues would be
resolved. But again what is important is that we must be sensitive to
first generation learners. We have to stand by them and tell them: We
are with you, we will support you. We have to give them confidence and
then send them to school. If we do not give them confidence and keep
on saying: Your parents are illiterate, you are silly, you know nothing —
then it shows that we do not know how to keep a child in school.

Children are discontinuing education because the system is still not
ready to absorb, to embrace the poor child. I can give you two
examples. We have just looked at issues of corporal punishment. We
did a public hearing in Tamil Nadu. We heard about 19 cases of
corporal punishment of children where children were forced to
commit suicide because they could not take that punishment. One of
the cases was about a child who had only one set of school uniform. It
got wet in the rain and he went to the school without the uniform and
was punished — not physically, but insulted so much that the child
went into depression, preferred not to live, and by night, committed
suicide.

We have to know that children are delicate. They have a mind of their
own, a heart of their own. They are to be treated with respect, and yes —
they have to be disciplined, but if it comes with a respect for the child,
then the child is willing to accept the discipline. Children cannot be
insulted, they cannot be humiliated just because they are poor, just
because their parents have not been educated. These are the battles,
and if we win these battles in the schools, I am sure these children will
not join the ranks of child labour. Schools must prepare students.
Schools must not push out children to join the labour force and be
available for the market.

Before I close, I want to give you examples of how brave children are.
Oneisacase of a girl whom I metat Jharkand two monthsago. Sheisa
girl from a tribal society. She is now about ten years old. When she was
seven years old, she was living in the forest in a tribal area and a middle
man, a contractor, came and took her away to send her to Delhi to
work as a domestic servant with the false promises of money and
schooling. She cried and said that she did not want to be separated
from her forest, from her home, from her neighborhood, from her
family; she didn't want to be separated from her parents. But they just
carried her and put her in the truck and said that she had to go. From

_61 -



the time she got on to the truck, she began to plan her escape. From
the truck, she was put into a train. She had to stand all night, then
finally, she went to the employer. She was not treated well. She was
given a place under the stairway to sleep. She was very courageous and
everyday she made plans how to escape. She did try twice, but each
time she was brought back to the house to work.

The third time when she tried to escape, she was eight-and-a-half years
old. The police handed her over to a missionary organization. The
organization arranged for her to be enrolled in school, and when I met
her, she was in the sixth standard. Within a year she had an accelerated
learning bridge course. She wore a pretty a pink dress with a checked
blouse with nice red ribbon, and when she narrated the story, she
looked like the greatest heroines I have ever met in my life. She told me
how she planned her escape from drudgery, how she planned her
escape from exploitation single-handedly, without any support. She
said, "I will not tolerate this injustice on me. I want to be a free
person,” and that is how she got out of it and I saw her narrating the
story with such pride. Her mother was next to her and she stood up
and said, "She is my child. Now she is in sixth class." You know that
pride in that mother — when a child becomes a child the parent also
becomes parent. And she said, "I will never do this again to my
daughter. I am very sorry. I should have never done this. Nobody told
me that I too can send my child to school." Today that mother is an
agent to help send all the children in the tribal village to school.

Young girls and young boys are sending out the message that they do
not want to work, they are planning to get out of work. I can give you
stories of how young boys, who are working as farm servants, wear one
setof clothes over the other, scheming to escape at night, taking trains
and buses, coming to Delhi to see if they can find a way to study.
Unfortunately when they come to Delhi, they get into a racket of drug
addiction and they get into another kind of mafia over which they
have no control. This should not happen. Children must win their
battles.

In fact, children should not be fighting at all. As adults we have to
stand by children. We have to see that they are not exploited. We have
to see that there is no drudgery of work, we have to see that they go to
school regularly. It should not be a lottery ticket. It has to be a
certainty, an institutional responsibility, that they finish school. And if
there is some barrier that comes in the way, then, as adults, we have to
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stand by them and see that they win their battle for schools. If there are
no teachers, we have to find out why are there no teachers and get
them there. If there is problem of attendance, then we have to look
into the genuine reason for the absence and then put the child back
into school. There must be zero tolerance for a child being out of
school. We have to see that the child is actually in school and studying.
Our society must feel shocked, must feel outraged that children are
not at school. We must look at the children's yearning for school, their
aspiration for school, and get them to be in school because without
education, there is no democracy. Unless there is education, there is no
mobility. Unless there is education, choices cannot be made. Only
education can break the cycle of inequality, and democracy is about
equality. Democracy means bridging the gap between rich and poor.
Democracy means social justice. Itis notjustvoting rights. And if we
support the education of children, if we stand by the poor in their
battle for schools, we are actually building a great nation and a great
democracy.

Let me finally tell you that I am, as all of you are, a very proud Indian —
proud of our achievements, proud about our democracy. But if we
work hard and nurture it, I think we will become a greater democracy
and much prouder Indian citizens.

I must thank St. Stephen's School for giving me this opportunity to
talk to you, and I urge all the students here to stand by the poor, and to
see that they win their battle for schools.

Thank you very much.

Shantha Sinha
April 5, 2008
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Islands, Lakshadweep, Daman & Diu, Dadra & Nagar
Haveli are also under her charge. Dr. Hameed is the Chancellor of Maulana
Azad National Urdu University, Hyderabad. She is a Founder Member of
The Muslim Women's Forum; Founder Trustee: Women's Initiative for Peace
in South Asia; Founder Member: South Asians for Human Rights; Founder
Trustee:  Centre for Dialogue and Reconciliation; Vice-Chairperson,
National Board for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises; Member, Island
Development Authority, and co-chairs the Sub-group of Experts
on the Jarawa.

Dr. Hameed's major publications include: They Hang:12 Women in My
Portrait Gallery; My Voice Shall be Heard: Status of Muslim Women
2003, and Mussaddas-e-Hali, verse translation of Maulana Altaf Husain
Hali's Magnum Opus comprising 394 cantos. Dr. Hameed has also authored
Shanti Parasmoni: Women's Bus of Peace from Kolkata to Dhaka, 2nd
Journey For Peace: Women's Bus of Peace from Delhi to Lahore;
Dr. Zakir Husain: Teacher Who Became President; Voice of the Voiceless:
Status of Muslim Women in India; Islamic Seal on India's Independence:
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad; The Contemporary Relevance of Sufism;
Rubaiyat-e-Sarmad; India's Maulana: Abul Kalam Azad; and A Dream
Turns Seventy-Five; Under publication is Gard and Gardish: Dust and
Movement.

The honorary posts that Dr. Hameed holds include: Advisory Board Member,

South Asia Foundation-India; Board Member: Indo-Global Social Service
Society, ActionAid Association, Indian Social Institute and Olakh;

Chairperson, Hali Panipati Trust; Member Haryana Urdu Academy;

Trustee: Dalit Foundation, Janvikas, Navsarjan, Sahr Waru and Sangat
Trusts. She has previously been the Chairperson, Governing Body: Lady Irwin

College; Member Women's Empowerment Committee, Govt. of NCT of
Delhi; Member Delhi Urdu Academy and Trustee National Foundation of
India. Dr. Hameed has taught extensively as a Sessional Lecturer at the
University of Alberta and at Lady Shri Ram College. She has held the posts of
Executive Assistant to Minister of Advanced Education & Manpower and
Director of Colleges & Universities, Govt. of Alberta, Canada.

For her outstanding and monumental contribution, Dr. Hameed is the
recipient of the Padma Shree, 2007, and the Al-Ameen All India Community
Leadership Award, 2006.
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Dr. Syeda Hameed & Ms. Aruna Roy lighting the lamp
before the portrait of Dr. Deepa Martins

Dr. Syeda Hameed delivering the keynote address
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FAITH AND TOLERANCE

The very first thing I want to say is that when I was asked to come here
by Dr. Aruna Roy, I did not realize what a unique experience this was
going to be coming to your school and to your city. I already feel the
spirit of Deepa Martins. Though I never had the privilege of meeting
her, I am imbibed with her spirit. I tried to understand her from
reading her poetry. I also realize that what she stood for are the most
compelling issues of our times and today as we remember her
certainly for the memory that she has left behind we also remember
her because the issues that she spoke of, she stood for, are the need in
the times that we are going through.
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I draw certain parallels with Deepa Martins' life and mine and one
very basic parallel is - we both are students of Literature. We studied
Literature and then from English Literature we switched completely
to another idiom. She switched to Hindi and her books of poems and
her other writings are a testimony to that. I switched to Urdu. I think
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in both the languages but the work I do is from Urdu to English which
is a very interesting leap of mind. The other parallel I found was the
type of background we hailed from. I also come from a family of
Educationists. I come from a small place in Haryana, Panipat a city
known to all of you. Everyone is familiar with the Battles of Panipat
but what people don't know is that Panipat is a place for Sufis. It is the
garh of Sufis. This is where my ancestors came eight hundred years ago
from the Arabian Peninsula through Afghanistan during the time of
Ghiasuddin Balban. They came and settled down at Panipat - they
lived in Panipat. They were teachers, Sufis and philosophers because
they were educationists essentially, Balban gave them land and said
they could live off the land and engage in teaching the people. And so,
against that family background, we lived in Panipat, till 1947, when
by mutual agreement of the two Governments, my entire family was
put into trucks and herded across the border and very few of us

remained here. @1 TRT 99 ST U=IUd 2, ST & 97 3R =121 Y 2|

Thatisanother commonality of the background of education.

The other thing which I want to share with you is that my great great
grandfather was an important poet of the Urdu language and hundred
years ago he was writing about women's rights, rights of widows,
harmony among various communities — how the Hindus, the
Muslims, the Christians can live together. His name was Altaf Hussain
Hali. He is a household name in Urdu literature. Unfortunately today
we don't have enough aadan- pradan - which is another mission that
we have to engage with, because this is the literature of our country. I'll
just quote four lines from his poem which lines that I feel are
appropriate for this occasion as we are talking about faith and
tolerance. Writing about the various communities, hundred years ago,
he wrote—
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I grew up in a family which was Muslim in the most liberal sense of
being Muslim. We thought Islam just meant being liberal. We had no
other interpretation of Islam. There are two tenets of Islam on which I

- 66 -

grew and both have to do with tolerance. They are lines from the
Koran. One says, — o1 ST fhgai and the other is eT5H fa-TRH,

JeIgEI. These were the two pillars — &1 S&RT &I means there is

no compulsion in religion and THHA TEATHH, AT means to your
religion and to me, mine. We co-exist. So with this underpinning and
these teachings, I simply assumed that faith and tolerance were the
tenets of Islam. In my growing years though I grew up ata time, when
the tensions were very high between the communities post partition -
our doors were open to all faiths. We did not just consider the people
of all faiths but the whole of humanity - the global human family. We
believed in all. By the time Marshall McLuhan was writing 7he
Medium is the Message, we had already imbibed it. Having studied in a
Convent school, we would go to the Church before exams, we would
say our Namaz and we would observe all the Hindu festivals with our
friends. It was just a way of life. It was not a conscious process and the
only thing which mattered while we were going to school was
“excellence” - the achievements in academics, in sports, in extra-
curricular activities. There was no consciousness that somebody was
very rich or that somebody came from a modest family, who was a
Muslim, a Hindu, a Christian. Food was shared; it was also a co-
educational school.

So that was the kind of atmosphere in which I grew up. Perhaps, now
things have changed considerably and children today are facing new
challenges. What are these challenges? The cauldrons of animosity,
distress, hatred have halted the deliberation of diversity. What it
simply means is that instead of celebrating diversity, we have halted
the celebration of diversity. We have broken down on so many
different lines. I want you children to understand that we are a part of
South Asia - Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, India the
strongest region in the world and yet we are completely fragmented
inside and outside. Our bonds of community are dissipating and
people to people problems are under great strain.
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That is the strength of the peace movement that ordinary people can
start. But our children are growing up, as spectators to the dividing
society, where terrorism has been accorded a religious identity.

Yesterday, in the morning, I was thinking about what I would say to
you. I was reading an Urdu paper in which there were two columns
that gave the number of terrorist attacks in Pakistan and India in a
span of one year. I read the details and computed that in one year India
lost 567 people to terrorist attacks and Pakistan lost 428 people. India
is a country of over billion people and per lakh India lost .05 people
and per lakh Pakistan lost 3 people. The enormity of it strikes us - the
fact that it is such a shame to humanity. What is happening today in
the name of religion? I can firmly say that is not the meaning of my
religion. It is a view which is propagated by certain subversive
elements across the border and all over the world in the name of my
religion. That is not my religion because my religion means peace.
Islam means peace. Where a Muslim greets another Muslim with As-
Salamu Alaikum which simply means may peace be on you and the
response Wa Alaikum As-Salam means may peace also be on you. The
story of Jesus is in the Koran, the story of Moses is in the Koran, the
story of Ibrahim is in the Koran - so how can we not respect every
religion? The absolute number of messengers that were sent down is
one lakh and twenty-four thousand - that is the plurality, the
eclecticism of Islam.

I was looking at the pictures of Afghanistan where the Bamiyan
Buddhas used to stand and what a tragedy it is that all of that is gone -
history is gone - because of madness. There was a time when pluralism
and eclecticism were practised in Islam, when Islam really grew.
Started in the Arabian Peninsula, it spread all over the world but today
that whole eclecticism is gone, giving way to narrowness, and the
result is before our own eyes. So I think that it becomes incumbent on
the younger people to restore that pluralism and eclecticism. 314
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What have our children seen? Episodes of Maharashtrians being
driven out of Maharashtra, attacks on Christians in Khandhmal, on
Muslims in Godhara - children have been witnesses atrocities upon
atrocities. What are we doing to the plurality of the country? When I
was growing up, Urdu was not just the language of Muslims like it has
become today.
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Then, I've also seen the other side of the picture the picture of hope -
and what I remember the most are children like you. I've seen a small
school in Kargil in Jammu & Kashmir where children faced bullets
and bombs during the Kargil war and yet when I met them after one
and a half years of the war, they were absolutely determined to
continue their education. In the far distance of Kargil, they were
dreaming of being engineers and teachers, to ensure a better future for
themselves. I remember in the very cold climate of Ladakh, girls
sitting under the trees, attending lectures for their important Class 12
Board Examinations. I can think of a young girl in Malar Kotala
named Parveen. I still remember her with a red dupatta, a Muslim girl
reciting a Punjabi poem. It was such a beautiful blend. I remember,
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Saddam, a young boy in Malegaon - who was about twelve years old at
that time. He operated power looms in the day and studied by night. I
remember a young girl in Jalpaigiri, her name, Hema Chaitri. Living
on a remote tea estate she had to walk kilometers to her school
everyday. She was bright. She wanted a future for herself. What I am
trying to tell you is, that as students of this very prestigious school with
the best of teachers, with the best examples of Mr. Gilroy and Dr.
Deepa Martins with people who are interested in furthering your
education - there is a lot more responsibility that rests on your
shoulders because for every child going to school, there is a girl who is
not getting good education and there are children who despite many
difficulties are still pursuing an education. What is your
responsibility? The poet, Dylan Thomas wrote two lines that I will
always remember and I would like you all to remember. He wrote

“Do not go gentle into the goodnight
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.”

So, I want to advise you if I may, as a mother, as a person who deeply
respects the sanctity of this engagement of this institution - that do
not take the hatred lying down. Every time you hear someone
spreading hatred against any community  Hindus, Muslims,
Christians engage, talk, think, try to cool down the temperatures. Try
to change the minds and nothing can be done unless your own mind is
clear, unless your own conceptual clarity is there.
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You must open the windows of your mind, get conceptual clarity
yourself and only when you get that, can you fulfil the responsibility
and do not go gentle in into the goodnight- rage, rage against the
dying light. Today, we are facing a global recession but if this violence
continues, then that melt down will be something of the most
horrendous proportions.

We are in the city blessed by Khwaja Garib Nawaz. The Dargah is
here, the understanding is here, the Sufi tradition is in Ajmer and that
is why Ajmer is so special. I have written a small little book about
another Sufi Saint poet, Zahid Saeed. He is buried in Delhi and he is
one of the most important Sufis. He was a mentor of Aurangzeb's
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older brother Dara Shikoh, who was himself a Sufi. Dara translated
Upanishads from Sanskrit to Persian. The title of that Upanishad was
Sirr-i-Akbar, The Great Mystery.

I want to end with four lines from Sarmad. Although they are in
Persian, I'll translate them in English. I think that this verse basically
epitomizes what I'm saying about faith, about tolerance and about
true understanding. Sarmad wrote ‘A true lover of God is misled, both
by religion and lack there of”” The moth burns herself, it does not
choose between a burning candle, whether it is in the Mosque or the

Temple.

So I leave with you the idea of true religion which means not
distinguishing between a Mosque, a Temple, a Church, a Gurdwara. If
you are a moth, then your end is fanna and if this is the understanding,
then Faith and Tolerance, easily becomes our creed.

God bless you all, God bless the memory of Deepa Martins.
Thank you.

Syeda Hameed
April 11, 2009
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Dr. Deepa Martins
1951 - 2003

r. Deepa Martins, a teacher, grassroots social activist and litterateur

was the first Secretary of the Governing Body of St. Stephen's
Senior Secondary School, Ajmer. She was a gifted teacher, nurturer,
institution builder and a passionate social activist. In addition to giving
unflinching support to her husband, Shri Gilroy Martins, in the
educational pursuit of providing Ajmer a much-needed English medium
school, she also dedicated much of her time to social issues in Rajasthan
at the grassroots-level through the '"Mahila Samooh' — a women's self-
help group she co-founded, and the Inter-Faith Fraternal Association —
a group that promotes inter-religious harmony in Ajmer. Dr. Deepa
Martins was also involved in several other voluntary and NGO efforts in
Rajasthan while being a model friend, parent and wife. Her life reflected
the values of youth working hard, improving knowledge with a career
goal, serving family, society, the nation and humanity as a whole — all
being complimentary, and starting with education.

To celebrate these dimensions of Dr. Deepa Martins' life, and to carry
forward her unique legacy, each year the School invites stalwarts from various
fields to address, inspire and motivate the students and the faculty to foster the
values of secularism, communal harmony, civil liberty and gender equality.
Ms. Mrinal Pande, Shri Ved Vyas, Ms. Aruna Roy, Dr. C.S. Lakshmi,
Ms. Indira Jaising, Ms. Madhu Kishwar, Dr. Shantha Sinha and Dr. Syeda
Hameed are the distinguished Keynote Speakers that the School has hosted.
This volume is a compilation of the thoughts and values that they shared with
the St. Stephen's School Family.
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